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The Ontario Model Soldier Sociefy
is a provincially chartered, nen
profit organisation dedicated to tle

If, through inadvertence, any item
herein has been reprinted without permission, we
ask that the error be excused and promise that
full acknowledgement will be made in the next
issue. The articles and opinions expressed are
solely those of the author and not necessarily
those of the OMSS, its officers or The Journal.
Other club publications and magazines are
welcome to reprint articles from The Journal,
provided full credit is given to the original author
and the OMSS Journal. thereof.
Electronic submissions preferred. Please submit||,
all material for consideration to:

following purposes:
& Providing a meeting place and
a means of exchange of
information among those interesged

in creating, painting, wargaming,

collecting and displaying model

and toy soldiers and studying the history

Publicising the hobby in order to make

known the existence of the Society and to

The Editor, OMSS Journal attract new members and enthusiasts to it.
75 Gardentree St. ® Improving the skills and knowledge of the
Scarborough, ON, Canada members through the sharing of informatign
M1E 2G4 _ N
Telephone: (416) 283-3472 and holding of regular competitions, classgs
frank_mackay@hotmail.com and lectures.
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Show Chairman Norm White
Membership lan Pearson 2012
Programmes Eric Clarke OMSS Meeting Dates
Lottery Commlssmners:Jeff Rlncan December 11, January 8, February 12, March 11,
Jim Qualtrough

April 15, May 6, June 10, Sept. 8 (Annual
Show), October 14, November 18, December 9.

Meetings held at Branch # 210 Royal Canadian
Legion, 110 Jutland Road (off Islington),

The Honour Is To Serve Toronto. 12-3pm.




Fromthe I » N Wintey
Editor...

Wel | | it os hard t d
year has gone by, marked by another magnificent show at FO
York. My apologies for not havinghe Journalready for

distribution at the registration desk, but it came down to a
choice of getting an entry in or having the_ Jour_ngl r'eady, and lettersé 6 6 6 6 6 6 66 6 6 . .
you know what? | chose to spend the time finishing off an| Apjcc Linma ek 4 A A 4 A A d

. . X 1" OMSS Honours e ééeee. . §
entry for the show. Since | assumed duties as your editor ir|; A | Show R 6666678
200 3, [ havenot had the tim gl = ~ERol eeee-irﬂg at
| 6ve decided thatos got to I ByScottDummit ¢ of
figure once again was very therapeutic and did me a world off| The Jackman Collection @ROM 8
good, so pardon the del ay, By Peter Jackson | did
working for a living has go Heroes in the Family Tre&@ € é . 8|l caus
time constraints, and | know many of you can commiserate. By lan Pearson !
Spare time is wasted on the , Book Reviewg é ¢ é ¢ é éé. I air.

As | took in the wonders of the annual show, | could not help By Harold Morrison & Frank Ellis
but recall the tireless efforts of my great friend the late Paul Member Profile: Chow Time..1213
A;tgheion to sequreo'lchis yv?)r:jderfgl vehnue fordu:. Against a”é By Jim & Eunice Matresky
odds, he campaigned, cajoled and schmoozed for years to g .
us into the very epicentre of military history in Toronto. Annual Sho".V Statsle Pictures14-15
Thanks to his efforts, the presence of our annual show at For By Ga_ry Lenius : g
York is more or less a permanent arrangement. We should| Sculpting: Modeling the Horsee . 1 f
strive to make sure we never lose this venue, as a tribute to hig| BY Charles Buchanan w o

—

memory. Judging by the show this year, there is little danger]| Famous Regiments: 8 Cié € .
of that. Our Show Chairman Norm White and Bren Furlong By lan Pearson

did a magnificent job. Having been a Show Chairman in years Ki t Revi ew: ... L.1.A.39JA Pi
past myself, | was filled with admiration for their flawless By Frank MacKay .
planning and hummingbird i ke ener gy. Thely The MFCAShowé é é é é 2 @1 ||
Fort f_or us for years to come. \ By Phil Andrews & lan Pearson
While pinch hitting as a hasdlinger at the snack bar, | heard \ Book Revievé 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 . 2 1

many concerns about the low number of competitive entrie
this year. True, it is cause for concern but as | explained abovg:

By David Dorward

--it all comes down tdime Some of our members simply Past.PreSIdent Out To Pasture .
didndt choose to devote the By Jim Matresky W
a consequence, they had nothing to enter. Time is no longe}] The Swami@éé&eé Ad.v.i .¢23
somet hing you have to o6kill d} ByTheSwami 0 hav
hard to O6dmaked so that yoJ| Wyattofthel6thé é é . . . é é £ r4 u
something you truly want to do. Will you be able to make the By William Wyatt
time to get at least one entry ready for our show next Connoisseur Figure newé é é . 2 §
Sekpthem_be:c? You have a whol e Y By Frank MacKay | e
make that time from now o ool B & & 3
e ove ms. "Frank MacKay 'éoy Soldiernewe é ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ . . 2/p
. y Bryan Gibbins
Editor e

/ Presidentéé&é ake.s3AN
Cover Photo: One of the original six founding " \By Guy Elliott (\g |
members of the OMSS, Bruce Boyd (centre) Is /)
s 3| | congratulated by fellow lifer Carl McTaggart (L)
anemadlland 2011 OMSS Presiden|t
u of us had any idea the Society would carry on, and

few of us ever thought we would be preparing tp

celebrate the 50th ann
Photo: Eunice Matresky
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uniquely and uncompromisingly Canadian, written almost
exclusively by our own members. This response from
Atlanta proves your point at an international level. Maybe it

should be pointed out to everyone at the next meeting. Claim
credit where <credit i s due,
youbre right. I my Vview, y oL
response like this. Well Done.

Letters

lan Pearson, OMSS

Dear Sir:
Just a quick note to congratulate you on your efforts producingear Sir:

The Journal You have captured just the right feeling for the I have spoken at the club meetings a couple of times over the

members of our Society. |t 6s pastpaevesalyeaistsp vkaow how imtich preparatipnritdgakes. h

readability and just a hint of humour which is much appreciatedTherefore in consideration of the guest speaker and the

The general membership has no idea the work that goes into tRgogram chairman, | would suggest that on special meetings

producti on, but we do, donodt wherpclub business has to be conducted thahatdave a

All the best) you done good, kid! speaker. Our May meeting was such an occasion. With
relaying details for our Annual Show, comments about the

Don Melhuish, OMSS special Paul Aitcheson estate sale and most importantly the

[ Thanks Don, thatoés high praifgdto ihGH":rjiaef&!”dd'.scusﬁ'%”v&‘?gf?‘“?','”& plang for offr5q, ¢
you promieded meé] anniversary dinner, a great deal of time was necessary. |
know if | had been the speaker, | would have felt the
members would have been worn out before | began to talk.
A second point is to thank Gary Lenius for his many ongoing
contributions to the Club, in this case by remodelling our

Dear Sir:

Thanks so much for the copies of tk@MSS Journal which ; . X )
arrived from lan [Pearson] this week and which | have beet/€PSite. One suggestion I would make is to have the editor
devouring. That's a firstlass publication, on par with any of the © the Journal 6s email theddre
finest club magazines that | have seen from around the world. I'fPurnalalso included in the site.

especially enjoying the Canadian Regiments entriegnything

British or Commonwealth gets my immediate attention.Frank Barrett, OMSS

| realized a long time ago that with the sunset of NATO's raison
d'etre, world peace requires an Anglophone Alliance. The US,
Canada, the UK, Australia, and NZ share common cultures, we . .

share common language, laws and worldviews, and for more than The OMSS Historical

a century have found ourselves aligned in most worilsls : :

situations. We ought to formalize it. It occurs to me that former PlCtU re Captlon COnteSt
Empire countries like India have similar interests. | think Kipling
would approve. My son (the US Naval Officer) spent 8 months i
Afghanistan and was around UK and Canadian personnel. He
speaks very highly of them. Thanks for your friendship.

Jonathan S. Harbuck , AMFS

Chief Judge and Master Painter,
Atlanta Miniature Figure Society

Dear Sir: e
Further to the preceding letter, your philosophy on produ€img A )
Journal has been proven correct. The membership should realige r"ﬁ':""«' ‘
the wisdom you have in making thigir Journal and keeping it ’3 (’, i"‘-"_-j'.'_‘
ST A Ny
The OMSS Journal welcomes your opinions, i : 0w

announcements, rants, spleen venting and
especiallyletters of praise

o Write a Letter To The Editor! Send your alternate captions tbhe OMSS Journal

“It's Alice Kramden!”
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Long Overdue Honours Presented as OMSS
Prepares for 50th Anniversary Year

As 2011 draws to a close, a flurry of long overdue recognition wal
stowed on several long term members who have served the Society
votion and distinction for many years. First, Bruce Boyd, one of the or
six founding members of the Society, received a
membership (see cover photo). A few months later
venerable Don Melhuish was also made a life memb
recognition of his long and continuing service not onl
the Society but to the hobby in general. All mem}
heartily applauded these honours and agreed that
were richly deserved and long overdue.

In December, Frank Barrett was presented with
Society Print, a smaller version of the Presidential |
by the late Jim Risk. Presentation of the print is exc
ingly rare, only preceded by life membership and pre.
tation of the Society Figure,
Society will never be accused of is being too lavish with its praise; all
above recipients have worked long and selflessly for the Society in every
imaginable capacity for decades. We are blessed with many members who share their devotion and energy equally, bat even in
company, these honours are exceptionally well deserved. Their work has given us the OMSS we have today.

Photos: Gary Lenius

50th Anniversary Pin Design Approved and In Production

To Commemorate the 50th Anniversgry
of the founding of the OMSS, a limitgd
edition member®nly lapel pin has begn
commissioned by the Executive and pp-
proved by the members. Frank MacHay
was delegated to design a token which
specifically refl pct:
and close knit sense of family. It will be
struck in gold coloured metal with|a

Past President John Murdock (L) presents the

Presidential Kukri to 2012 President Guy Elliott clutch back and one will be presentec to
after it was surrendered by 2011 president Jim all members during the Anniversary ye;r_r_
Matresky (R). The leadership continues.

"--*&% 1*-05z4 8*/ Ho&wmangcanyouidentify?

5

Answers on page 22
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He wa s one of

lieved in

Websites Worth A Look

www.scottishmilitaryresearch.org.uk

18006s ar mi es.

In Memoriam: An OMSS Giant Passed this Way

The OMSS was dealt a wished to expand and preserve it for all of its members, both
devastating blow last February pr es ent
when Paul Aitcheson passed unprecedented three terénbasically because no one else was
¥ away suddenly at the age of 66. willing to do the job. He served as show chairman for several

and future. He served

yeahsg wasSinstrumentaly ith securing our present annual show

hardest workers and always location at Fort York, and brought the OMSS into the 21st cen-
seemed to be cooking up some tury by being its first webmaster and architect of its website. He
scheme or other which would would pitch in as auctioneer, porter, janitor; anything that
improve the club and increase needed to be done, he would eagerly and cheerfully do.

the enjoyment by its members.
He did this not just out of duty knew him would probably name his infectious good cheer and
but because he genuinely be- eternal optimism as his most distinguishing feature. He had an
the Society and

Aside from his passion for model soldiers, those of us who

irreverent youthfulness which made him seem ageless, and any-
one who spoke with him felt strangely refreshed at meeting a
genuinely honest, disarmingly friendly and true gentleman. He
will be sadly missed by our entire society.

His funeral was well attended by many comrades from the
OMSS and a charitable donation to the Canadian Heart & Stroke
Foundation was made in his memory by the Society.

5 A magnificent treasure trove of research on Scottigh Rest well, old friend. We hope to meet again someday.
5 soldiers of all eras. Bookmark this one! -
. | Canadian Armour Modelers
www.uniformology.com ..
An excellent publisher of uniform detail pamphlets ppn RGJOICG'
of t

Pricev b ut

European
game in town.

http://spillwaytoysoldiers.homestead.com
An excellent ACW toy soldier maker.

N([Y www.plasticsoldierreview.com
A very handy review of the many HO military figurdg
on the market today.

www.vimyfoundation.ca
The website of the Vimy Foundation, preserving af
dexpanding knowledge of

d

9 Ridge in 1917 for future generations. Purchasing on

n the only
Canadian military equip-
ment is suddenly getting
more international attention
and respect. The prestigious
Chinese plastic model com-
pany Trumpeter now
widely regarded as the
leader in the modeling in-
dustry, has exhibited proto-
type kits of two Canadian
APCb6s at t hi
emberg Toy Fair. A Cougar

CIi&ht aPribured 'cdF'® shown

S

(TEM NOL D06

g of their excellent lapel pins is a great way to donat¢!

www.treefrogtreasures.com

A particularly well stocked miniatures dealer in Eyd
MN. A look at their stock makes you want to drive
over there!

—+

www.ospreypublishing.com
Home page of the indispensable modeller's referer
books; always something new, now with a figure fd-
rum and many links.

www.sogaminiatures.com
Your gateway to Eastern European companiiZ

at left, and there will also
be a Grizzly AVGP
(Armoured Vehicle Gen-
eral Purpose) kit on the
market soon. Long over-
due!

Additionally, our own
Grant Lawson has access
to a supply of excellent
LAV Il Canadian APC
models in 1/35 scale, pre-
painted resin on a scenic
base. The detail is excel-
lent, and modifications can even be made to order. Other Canadian
military items in this series are quite remarkable as well.

Contributed by Brad Wooand Grant Lawso®WMSS




¢ winer, 2011 The Journal of The Ontario Model Soldier Sociéty
2011 Annual Fort York Show A Great Success!

By S. J. Dummitt, OMSS

our own Society President, Jim Matresky, was not to be outdone
as he appeared in an 1812 Brif
Not only did the with sword and bicorn hat. Jim fit in perfectly with our Fort

| weather stay kind to us this year, but York setting and from what | hear he was much sought after

1l once again attendance was up at thismost of the day for photo ops.

y e a ®rdParade the annual show and It looks like the return to themes for the show is working out
competition of the Ontario Model Sol- Well. Last year we had a lot of displays in celebration of the Ca-
dier Society. Held on the foof Juneat Nadi an NAAnyversary ki Ghis year we had a good
Fort York in Toronto, the cfeePanse (@ the Giv dvargheme dawgoger togthe sSgaiety.y s
competition pieces were out for both society members and visiSteve Russell, put on a huge display incorporating a Union Ar-

tors alike to check out. (See centrespread for photos and
sults)

Thanks to the many volu
teers that were at the fort
Friday for the setip, thingg
went fast and smooth f
show chairman Norr
Whitebds <cre
bles were put out for th =
vendors and displays, v ¢
were pleasantly surprised
| see that the tables were cq

t heme|
Grayo re
years since the start of t

U.S. Civil War.

rbllery battery, supply train and a dockyard with an Iron Clad
Monitor. Gary Lenius, Brian MacDonald, and John Hambly all
had figure displays depicting Civil War
scenes and Frank Vella (Ottawa "/Bcale
Club) had a very convincing kitashed

| mounted Union Artilleryman on display. In
L the vendor area there was a large selection
— ofCivil War themed items for sale as well.

4 Janet MacKay had coffee ready for us
early at the Imperial Order of the Daughters
of the Empire (IODE) snack bar and we
were ready to go. The 48th Highlanders
Chapter IODE made enough profit this year
that they will be donating $183.00 towards
theySupport Our Troops overseas campaign,
where it has been used to purchase Tim
Hortons gift cards for our soldiers in Af-
ghanistan.

As in the past few years, our friends from the Ottawd'1/6 With regards to our vendor area, we once again had the
scale club made another vi siThebergg brathers gheTeySeldiess Cliffoe Quebes ity r ¢ |
set up on the Friday. While they did not bring the large scaléake it to our show, ) )
street scene as they have done in the last two years, they digll as many of ou
bring a huge selection of military and civilian vehicles, includ-regular retailers an
ing a wonderfully scratch built First World War Mk Iv club vendors. Evelig
(Female) Tank, a couple of street hot rods and an underwat#fith the economy sti
exploration submarine. staggering a bit, salg

On the Saturday, Gerald Collette Were fairly steady fogg

and Rod Hol most

loway joined of the

us, both Civil ven -

War re- dors.

enactors wh Of course, there were more than just Civil War
happened t items for sale, and while some society members
play the part o were selling off old collections, there were new
Confederats items available from such leading manufacturers
Surgeons. Geg as Willigm

rald had giver Britain  Lim-[ T

the May lec- ited,

ture on Canadian participation during
the Civil War and he and Rod were
kind enough to set up a display of
Civil War medicine in the Block

House. While our two Confederate
friends looked every inch the part,

Jenkins, Armies in Plasti
King & Country, and man
more. Both Henry Chow a
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ains, the Mounted Gui-
don Party of the Royal
Scots Dragoons. These
sets had arrived just a
few days before the show
and so our Society mem-
bers were amongst the
= first in the country to see
them.

Richard Walker

of

Wllllam Britain L|m|ted was klnd enough to send two cases o
mounted knights and mounted Civil War cavalry to the OMSS
for distribution amongst children in attendance. It was a pleasurg

to see the childrenbés eyes

faces when they found that they could have one of the colourful
plastic figures for free. A big thanks is extended from the OMS

to William Britain
Limited for their leg-
endary generosity.

judges doing ou
competition this yea
lan Pearson, Phil A
drews and Wil
Murray  performed
this thankless tas
Both lan and Phil ha
made two trips to

shows in the U.S. to hone up on there judging and they are to
commended for their dedication and meticulous fairness.

With the competi-
tion awards handed
out, our show and
| competition came to
Y an end for another

" year before our big
celebration show in
2012. Due to compli-
cations with schedul-
ing at the fort, our
50" Anniversary

show and competition will not be held until 8 September, 2012.
Remember, the show theme 1is
the War of
make the upcoming
show something that
people will remember
and with over a year to
go, thatds
to come up with some
pretty impressive com-
petition and display

pieces. We have al-
ready confirmed the return of baBorgfeldt Canada Limitednd
William Britain Limitedto next yearseve | et 6 s s ee
as welllo

Visiting the
Jackman
Toy Soldier
Collection at the
ROM

y Peter L. Jackso S
1

[“recently V|g|ted the dRoyal ntarlo IﬁtPseum WISh mten-
Ions to see the collection of toy soldiers donated by Henry N.

. Jackman. The collection consists of almost 5000 figures,
mostly Britains but also other makers suchvagnot, Heyde,
Johillco, Crescent, Staddgeetc. The figures on view are in a
glass cabinet built into the wall in a stairwell between the
second and third floors.

The cabinet contained about 200 figures which are only a
fraction of the collection, which is changed periodically. The
soldiers on display during my visit were dressed in khaki of
WW1 and WW2, with guns and vehicles of the period.

I should mention at this point, that with the enlargement of
the museum, it is not an easy place to get around, but there are
a number of guides to assist ye+

ll;éafore leaving, | dropped in at t
TOY SOLDIERS

gift shop located on the ma
floor. This has a number of iten
on sale, many at a surprising
reasonably price.

I was delighted to find a coy
of the bookThe Henry N. R. Jac
man Collection of Toy Soldiers in
the Royal Ontario MuseuniThe preface to the book is by K.
Corey Keeble, a curator who is also a toy soldier collector and
who was once a featured speaker at an OMSS meeting. This is
a very impressive work, illustrated
with some 2000 full colour photos. It
is very large and heavy at 12x3 1/2x1;
weighs about 6 pounds, 300 pages.
Thgjp was only;$39,0 Qlus gyt

ackman must have su sidized the
book for at tohi s

pr
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A Hero In The Family Tree: Sgt Heaton of the
Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment

By lan Pearson, OMSS commissioned members were veterans of fixed periods of ser-
vice in other regiments of the British Army; secondly it was a
rifle regiment rather than a normal infantry regiment.

The main reason the regiment was recruited from veterans
were the perennial problem of desertion. Since deserters would
not be returned from the United States, it was an easy run to the

. X border and many British soldiers took the chance. They left

tario  near Wmc'JIsorl behind the underpaid and overworked British military life and
Sergeant Heaton died

enjoyed the high wages and a constant demand for labour in the
one of the oldest arn ‘ "
" N~

While doing some
research into the family history, | found a
relative that had joined the British Army in
1829 and later served in the Royal Canadian
Rifle Regiment based in Amhestburg, On-

U.S. The problem was solved with the raising of a veterans'

, most respected of th regiment. Recruited from soldiers with at least fifteen years

residents of the Township of Essex, Ontg service, the theory was that these soldiers were unlikely to de-

and pensioner of the British Governmeirie sert and more likely to get married and settle down. The regi-
was born in Bradford, Yorkshire, Engla

) k ment offered the attractions of ser-
on Nov_embgr 8 1804 and _f|rst enlisted vice such as bounties, a higher
the_ Third Light Dragoons in Bradford by of pay and wives could live in ga
being underaged, was sent home. On rison and receive regular ratior
ber 18", 1829 at age 20 he joined the'

] The regimental HQ was initial
Regiment of Foot at Leeds and was gra located at Toronto but moved
Regimental number 74

! ! Kingston in 1855. Individual con
After serving four years in England the regi- panies were detached to garris
ment was ordered to Ireland and while based at Inniskillen, hethroughout Canada West (Ontar

was married to Elizabeth Brady on March B834. After two and Canada East (Quebec). C
years in Ireland the regiment moved again, this time to Ber—Company was stationed at F
muda for eight years. In 1840 the regiment was ordered tO\NeIIington throughout the 184
Halifax, Nova Scotia and a year later he exchanged to they,4 1850s. Other garrisons

Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment. Now with a new regiment, he |, 4eq Montreal, Brockville, King
went on to serve in Halifax, Montreal, Niagara, Drummond- ston, Toronto, Niagara, An
ville and Amherstburg. A detachment of the regiment was Sta‘herstburg and Winnipeg. With tl
tioned there until 1851. He later obtained the rank of Sergeantgtive peace in Canada betwe
with five Good Conduct Stripes and retired in 1851 at Colches-1g3g and 1867 it deployed or
ter where he resided until his death in 1892. The family con- e for active service during t
nection comes through his daughter Elizabeth Victoria. 1866 Fenian Raids. The Regim

was disbanded at Kingston on
e frock coat (adopted

; ; ; September 1870 as one of the fin -

The Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment acts before the British Army withglﬁ‘ls) was buttoned with

ack horn buttons of Regi-
The Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment (RCRR) was formed as adréw from Canada after Confedergionia| style. The hat was
result of a suggestion from the Duke of Wellington. He recalled ion- an Albert pattern shako.
the great success of his dedicated light infantry regiments and The initial rifle used was the wellrhe large pouch worn on
rifle regiments during the Napoleonic Wars and suggested thar"®garded Baker Rifle first issued the right hip carried supply
only rifle and light infantry regiments should be employed in during the Napoleonic Wars. It hadf rolled paper cartridges.
the "wilds" of Canada. Wellington's recommendation was ac- @ flintlock mechanism, was accu- On tge \ga'St belt fwas Lhe
cepted by the Ministry of War, and the RCRR was created as 42t€ t0 approximately 300 meters swl?r:swiclf yOF?i:te glr:d t :
rifle regiment. In practical terms, this meant that it was issued@nge, and in the hands of a trainet © pouch for percussion
green wool uniforms rather than the customary red; black'ifleman was a very deadly fwe_a_rfzaps on the front just right
leather accoutrements rather than white, and rifles rather thaf-ater in the early 1840s the Britishy e serpentine buckle
muskets. Tactically, the Regiment was employed in a skirmish-Army adopted the Brunswick Riflerhe front of the shako was
ing mode firing relatively few but highly accurate shots rather Which proved to be unpopular dugjecorated with a bronze|
than frequent volleys of i nal@iSp§cyssien meghanisn, a jhyriing Born emblerg that| b -
service, it served exclusively in Canada and had two unusuaflifferentrifling system, much ~ jwas the common symbol of

features. Firstly it was a veterans' battalion in that all-non geavier weight with a nasty recoi 'lrlggitmequrgmry and rifle

46 Uniform
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years of sandstorms. i
looked at each other algius
he Sheap Modgllepse s = e
|l ai med, iy b
\:mga\ together to e
Member s T i 3, &eson one on 18 e 1

. gal o v ¥ ] A4

& Tricks be looking out for ideal"
and uses o]
our hobby, you nev
By Jeff Duncan, OMSS know where or from whom a good item may pop up.

Sometimes things happen ina marriagethatThe second tip related to the
make you bot ' g @ ground cover for it. (bringing in 50
think (in a gooo™s L pounds of sand might not go over
way wow,fiwe well at home). Your neighborhood
have been tg fabric store always has remnant sec-
gether too longd tions of material on clearance sale.
I had one of _ : The fabric materials can be every-
&3 those  moment . A @&t | thing from thick drapdike material
over the Christmas holidays wi ' : i to tartan prints. In this case, | got
my wife, Heidi. We were hosti some textured tan/sand coloured,
her family this year at our hou lightweight fabric that | used for the
and in the course of the festiviti ground cover of my
Arabiao diorama.
We took a couple of photos to show
cleaning up all the Christmas c{ the Afrugal forto i
lateral damage (wrapping paper palm trees and the soldiers from a
and packaging) and Heidi came across the packaging fronfign called Potsdam Toy Soldiets bring it all to life. o
mi crowave oven and she remafked T O me,_?ne. JEeTT this
l ooks like a desert fortyesp I /daY@YOR@ohaneatup (H‘éug'legacgﬁtsn Eo it an
it did look exactly like a desert fort! It was a textured semi | NOw on,youwill be writing this column, so when
soft cardboard in a perfect tan/sand colour with all the nooks| t he edi tor buttonhol efs you
and crannies of a Arabiastyle adobe fort. The textured look better be ready to cough u,
of the cardboard resembles a fort weathered by a hundred share with our readers!

OMSS CrossWord
Contributed By lan Pearson, OMSS

Across
1. One of Marl boroughos bat|tl es
5. The chief sergeant of a regiment
7. Wheeled ammunition box

9. German light cavalryman

11 See 17 down

12 Bridge made of boats

14 Call this if you dondt know
16 self

18 Recruits quake when sergeants make this noise!
19 Nickname for British Military Police

21 A woman sailor

22 Important requirement for battle (abbreviation)
23 A small haneghrown shell

",

family. In the evening, we wel

Down 7. Former German reserve force 15. Half sailor, half soldier

2. Medal awarded for bravery in the field (Initials) 8. A busy insect 17 With 11 across, famous British musket
3. Town near which four battles were fought in WW1 10. Formeofmative Canteen Society (Initials)  20. Murky

4. American soldier of the First World War 11. The Military overseas GPO

6. General who made his name in India 13. Stumble
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Wellington Against Massena: The The Fort
Third Invasion of Portugal, By Bernard Cormnwell
18107 1811 311pp.
| By David Buttery Harper Collins, 2010
i 224 pages, $9.99

Pen and Sword company,
£19.99

By Harold R. W. Morrison, OMSS

By Frank Ellis, OMSS

This story is not to be confused with
Sharpeds Fortress,

David Buttery's history book is a fresh author which took place in Gawilighur,
look at one year in the peninsular war in Portugal. He brings central India in 1803. The Fort is situated
fresh new research to this time and challenges some of the sét@lf @ world away in Penobscot, Massachusetts (now Maine) in

opinions proposed in past historigs— 1799. Richard Sharpe would haus
& been about two or three years ol(

an

At the heart of the book is th \ ) Ay .
struggle between two brilliant ge| the time. ]7( [Mal d
erals, Arthur Wellesley, the Dul As in many of

of Wellington, and Marshal And
Massena. They were milita
chessmasters but in the end M
sena was ruined and the Duke
Wellington was on his way to ft
ture glory. If there was a consol
tion prize for Massena, it was thajy
little town in upstate New Yor
took his name.

Buttery offers a penetrating i®

WELLINGTON
awGAalnsT MASSENA
“Tac Tacd Jovasier of Fhrinqe
1810-1811

the historical events actually to
place but he embellishes the g;
with exciting fillers. The location
also exist, some with nam
changed. Some of the main cha
ters are based on real people.
the British side, we meet Lt. Jo
Moore, who some 30 years later,
Sir John Moore, died at Corunna
the Peninsular War. He was {

Cornwell
i

T -

driving force in the formation of t
Light Division.

sight into the personalities of the.
generals. He reassesses their strug- ] . ]
gles at Ciudad Rodrigo, Al me iOf e rebg gidegwe gre intiogeed tp Payl R@vergp§s o ¢
Vedras and the final haidought battl e at DREEE hefogmost pmericahRkeleye him to be. His ride was
After the Peninsular War, Wellington was named British Am- Cut short when the British confiscated his horse. The gist of the

and the former enemies dined together and talked with goodo provide protection to American Loyalists living there. There
humour about their past battles. are attacks and counterattacks by land and sea and the navies of

The author does not write from a high level of abstraction. both sides played major roles. The Royal Navy with its three
He gets down to personal details such as the British soldieSloops of war (not to be confused with the sloop of today),
being attacked by a French cavalryman. The soldier had ngnounted 18 or 20 light canon, was able to battle the rebel fl_eet
ammunition in his weapon, but manages to make a fatal wound®f some 40 vessels of varying sizes to a standoff, preventing
with his bayoneted musket. As the enemy soldier falls, he cutsc@pture of the fort. .
the musket butt of his attacker in half. Anecdotes from both When a small British fleet arrived, what happened next has
the English and the French chsgpgesgibedas the wogsgnavgldisagigr i pAmegcanshistory o
Buttery also challenges traditional views of the battles and thePrior to Pearl Harbour! The remainder of the book is concerned
responses of the English and French generals. He reconsideith how the fort was completed , strengthened and fortified to
the scorched earth policy that was used against the French. Aguch an extent that the besieging army, which included Conti-
well, he notes the conflicting reports of contemporaries which Ne€ntal Marines, was unable to capture it. _
still confuse our understanding of the major events. I highly recommem_j this book as an excellent read but it begs
Buttery has made a study of 18entury warfare. He has spe- t h e 0 uWlhete is MacDonaid co.
cialized in the Peninsular War, to which this book is a testimof
nial. His writing is crisp and to the point. Highly readable.
Two small quibbles:

It would be better if there were full page maps.
Also needed: an Order of Battle, but Buttery does mention all
the regiments in the Indea.

Tell Our Advertisers You Saw

Their Ad in The OMSS Journal o
Or Ask them Why You Di dn
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OMSS Member Profile:l t 6s Chow

“ By Jim & Eunice Matresky, OMSS  Grenadier Guards Britains #9321- for $17.54
U.S. Henry showed me this very same set as he
Henry Chow hgs been a member ¢ interviewed.]This was the first set that |
(.)f OM.SS fpr e!ght_een years. He bought, and | kept it, and have kept the figures in
(|lives with his wife in Willowdale yhe hox and have not brought it out again until
|and has one daughter, who is mar- o, “This first set reminded me of my uncle and

l riedi,( c??d one son.l '?e”fy has hig family who bought so many toy soldiers in
worked for Dorset Tools for sixteen those early days.

|years and sells to companies such
as Canadian Tire and Home Depot.
Of course, most of o :
members know Henry as
vendor at our monthl
meetings who specializ
in the sale ofBritains toy
soldiers.

Is there a special person who had influenced
you or taught you regarding the hobby?

My wuncle didnot really t
Everything | learned since | immigrated to Canada.

| attended a show at the Novotel Hotel in North
York in 1993 and shortly thereafter | joined OMSS
and bought some sets at the auction which was op-
erated by Russ Dauvis. | also learned a lot from Jim
Milne, who died a fe :

years ago from cance

How and when did you
get started in the hobby?
When | was five or sif
years old | was alread
playing with toy soldierg
My soldiers were all fro
my uncle and were
made prior to the war. T ure or set of figures?
first one that | remembe Because it is very ha
was a sixteen inch gun. Of course, at that age | did not,. 5, immigrant to
know how to take care of the toys and many of themget a job, | thought | would open a shop and sell
broke. Shortly after that three or four departmentt oy s ol dier s . | coul dnot
stores in Hong Kong started to imp@&titains sets. |~ _ |\ hile buy finally | got a shop space in Richmond
remember they had Scots Guards and Scots Greys. |y, but three months later, after | paid the de-
had a few sets but most of the heads broke off so | ju oéit the project was cancélled. | tried to get an-
threw them away. Then | remember plastic model kitsother’ space at the Sheraton Hotel on Highway 7
came out around 1967, and | played with them. Brit-y ,'t "t her e werensdt enou g h
ains had stopped production of metal figures and proyjeq ais50 to rent space at Fairview Mall but was

duced plastic figures. At the time the price was 504, :nad down because | was inexperienced in run-

Hong Kong cents which today would be about 4 Cana'ning a toy shop. Finally | just gave up, but | had a

dian cents. | saved my money |50 inventory so | just sold from my house,
and bought lots of figures but i | found out is much better for me because |
when we moved houses they pave 4 Jow overhead and can sell the goods at a
were all thrown away. In 1967, 1o ver price. | have many customers from across
| moved from England back 10 canada; including Vancouver and Winnipeg, with

Hong Kong and stopped at a , majlorder business. | have beenBaitains
toy shop in New York city. agent since 1994.
The shop was named Schwartz and | bought this set qijjq 4| kinds of toys and I collect all kinds of fig-

What is your special
interest re: model or
toy soldiers? Do yo
have a favourite fig-
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oy LR 0“ If you had one suggestion to make to improve the
| 3 Ly OMSS, what would that be?
A\ n‘a’\ Y ,"lg«"‘"} The change in membership in OMSS has been very
‘ ) gﬁ',nt_ = '\ great since | first became a member. The people | sell
AL YT R to now are completely different than those | used to
. g sell to. | think we must continue to get people inter-
ested in the hobby of toy soldiers by putting applica-
: tion forms and flyers in hobby shops. We should try
ures, but my favourites are the older ones, especialtp get more young members.
older bands. | like to display them in my cabinetsWhat advice would you have for a person just be-
but then people come to see them and want to bwginning a model or toy soldier collection?
them and then | dondt hBRecide whah lend of digungsnyou want to Icollecttand |
lect a lot but they must be old, of good quality andocus on that. Most young people want the new prod-
be in the original box. | like figures that are difficult uct painted in matte colours. They are WeII done very
to get. Most of them | get at auctions in Englandand eal i sti ¢ and v
the Unlted States. | now keep the figures that | reallyhe older figures. The more seng
l'i ke and | d o madlector svants lold Britaiestwhi
anybody. reminds him of the past it brings
back memories.

How do you display your
figures? Describe your col- In your years of collecting, what
lection. is your biggest regreti missed
| used to display many of my opportunity, the ones that gotlf
| figures but so many people away? '
|used to come and see my fig- If | wanted something eventuall
ures on display and they got it, although it may have been®a
would want to buy them. a very high price. | am still looking for the Royal Ma-
Now | keep my figures in the rines Light Infantry with red coaisa set of 26 pieces
boxes and keep them stored away. People sometimekich is Britains prewvar. It is very expensive!

offer me a really high price for the figures which |

canodot refuse. Somet i me sWhptdwypulerjoy mastaboutth®hobbyieg., p ar t
sets but | refuse to sell unless they buy the whole spainting, casting, research, building dioramas,

or combination of sets. For example, | had four setbuying?

of set #101 of a mounted band with different variai enjoy collecting. | am a very poor painter. | buy

tions. The client offered me a very high price for allplastic models of ships and tanks and pay someone

four sets and | sold them to him. else to assemble and paint them but sometimes | have
to wait a long time for the completed product, but

How many figures do you have? then I putit g

At the present tim ' in my displa

| have betwee cabinet. |

2000 and 3000 fig (g waited for
ures. It is hard t o Y = my Bismarck

tell because | bu ' model for
and sell all thg ‘ ) three years!
time and the nu
ber changes.







OMSS Annual Show &
Competition Results
Saturday, June 11, 2011
Fort York,
Toronto
Open Competition

Bronze Awards:
Jeff Duncan "Canadian Women's Army Corps"
Frank MacKay "Grand Master of Knights Templa
Alex Morgan "Mg of the Toronto Scottish”
Bruce Sundstrom "Marder 11"
Bruce Sundstrom “Military Medicine"
Andy Traverse "Thin Red Line"
Gail Stone "Collecting is Fun”
Andrew Laschuk "War Bird"
Andrew Laschuk ™32 Ford Black Highboy"
John Dean "Canadian Jeep with .50 Cal MG"
Frank Vella "Mounted Artillery"

Silver Awards:
Scott Dummitt "REME Staff Band"
John Brown "Newfoundland Bugle Band"
Will Murray "My Recent Models"
Bill Wyatt “Troop. Landing Craft"
John Hambly "To the Rescue”
Don Ritchie "Canadian Guards"
Andrew Laschuk "Aria ZUZU Submarine"
Harold Jones "M4 Sherman Firefly"

Gold Awards:
Grant Lawson for his four figures "Canadian Sold|
WWI", "Hula Girl", "Retreat from Moscow" and
"Maybe Next Year"
Bruce Sundstrom "Chinese War Elephant”
Werner Schroth "Some Flats"
Les Eslary "Field Day England 1914"
Geoff Truscott "Wireless Set No. 19"

Wellington Cup
(Best of Show selected by the judges)
Phil Andrews "RCAF Pilot"

Club's Choice
(best of show voted by attendees)
Les Eslary"Field Day England 1914"

We had 42 entries, plus several large displays
which were not in competition.
With thanks to judges lan Pearson, Phil Andrew
and Will Murray
For more:

http://www.omss.ca/share/show2011
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By Charles Buchanan, OMSS

Al t hough 1 6m proba
interest at all in sculpting or modeling
miniatures of dogs, cats, tanks, ships or
fish; my areas of interest lie solely in the
creation of 3D images representing the human form an
things equestrian, with emphasis placed on ensuring th

square superimposed over |
bbgd){/ C % p aP % ? e,

In profile, a horse
that is correctly proportionet

ill fit neatly into a square &
hown, this square being unc

ETHAR S

whatever I do, itdés propor €
Mood and colour are segondary_ and flow as a result, but iHor'zqntaI line sit ?top t
terms of painting my work. noh &Ml winbre; - °
military modglmg somet){ contains the talent of others Whot he left vertical touches the c
are .ff"" superior f|gure painters than ”?Vse'f- . . edge of the rump, and the bottom the base of the hooves. If a
Military modeling does however, involve a relationship horseds di mensions e
that | find fascinating, and that is the partnership betw: Fig 3 % wheel base donot buy |
man and horse jn times of peace and war. In previous ‘___;:,_,_,y/_/, /{\‘ exception of a qood ’jump r that Horses
cles, love tried to help T N4 ¥ th j%n?p WQI B 3B at Ie(ﬁc'rh[]}‘]lﬁ?'snofj Ah
one can get better at mOdEH'év/,.CL._,.)_L, A 'thgeq'ue%tria érid, aftitend 6 e d O
try and create an interest in looking at the form of the ho L7/ T /T slightly longer wheelbaseSege Fig 3
so that when you choose a kit, or modify an existing ”f\,ﬁ }..s; : Fig 4 shows two additional hor.izontal
which incorporates a partnership between rider and hc ‘\}3‘-7;3 .;.i;\@ lines added to the square, the uppermost
you know what to look for in the steed and what to avoid. =~ === positioned just above the ,halfway point
b Horses artv)e as com;;lt(ajxﬁand dli)ffer%nt ?)s hlukmar?st‘he second line dissecting the '
probably more so, because of differing breeds, but like hu : ;
mans horses have their basics: four legs, a body, neck, heagggglm h ;s(ge;ner]rtakgtoca:g
and tail. Proportion throughout the breeds is roughly the & 'ipo4inis .second line Il F-oomssz=====afla-
same, with minor differences surfacing according to heigh nder both knee joints, and :
and build, but they are beautiful creatures and in terms of a ood measure en't refi
natureds quadrupeds, t he MORh fofERHerCIch Br%hc | I n
of my off and on years of beirggound these animals, no two limbs. for a common mistak =77 “ff-.
have ever been alike; they are all so different, with differingiS m,odeling cannon  bon |
temperaments, personalities and moods. There is nothirtg hat are too W “e! e d
quite like having one of these creatures underneath you &}—sig 5 because it contair :
you try and steer it towards and over a jump, and still remaigOme of the terminology of == -=T-===- -
mounted. For those brief miIIisecond_s that you are ai.rblorn orseds external features,
Fia 1 | ,—’1 there is no fee'"?g like it in which are important because the following drawings make more
9 P « the world, nothing, none,
- W\ ; sense when you understand what
— ’%\Q z|Ich,Anada, Zippo, n(_)t onel o
/1/ ¥4 l'tds a oOride Poll  Withers Croup
" \( y I the pun. ;
I_’ )7 "‘*—-:—*-_"L/f(' Fig 1is a generic drawin Muzzle
./’/.4':/ | {1 of a symmetrically soun 5
“ \‘ ‘\.f' |' gelding with thoroughbre Shoulder . E Rump
e LA and quarter horse traits; t Barrel
o o= head is smallish, signifyin ~ Elbow .7
a tall mount of about 15% Forearm... ™=
16 hands or so, the body broad, and the legs long anc N Hock
muscled. From my limited knowledge | know a creature " Tt C
this would not win the Grand National, but it would pos:s Pastern.... I [ffee G P
the endurance and stamina necessary to eventually ol Hoof.l. e bone
other steeds, and be able e Yt od
that vyet and doubt i f | e -
Fig 2 is the same drawing, but with the addition ¢ l F'S 5
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oot |l 6ve found et st
KU T e way of judging correct rider heigl / ) ™8
A-Cai Y is for the ridgA TA— |e
;f"”:"d -9 posed in an upright position star \ I
F.E=3 ing close to tfF NWo~=_ Al|t he
I-K=1 that his head and shoulders p \YEV RN S\
K= Ground = 1 trude just above themSée Figs ¢ \Ad T ('
S-Hrh & 9). Riders do differ in height, < N W)
L=ground = 1- y R 2 ‘_:
i f youobdr e mode ———g <+ or
woman, reduce armature height accordingly. If you are modlfy
ing or converting an existing rider, this presents a different prob-
l em, especially if itds a speci
ger mount, or expand the size of what you already have by a mi-
nor percentage. This involves increasing body width and length,
“B=ie l eg and neck | ength. By the wa
C-D= regard because of head size. If you in-
crease proportion too much, you end
up with the equestrian version of the
s comic book hero, small head sitting
portional measurement. atop a huge body, w
If you recall human proportion, the length of the in real life and is a product of Holly-
human head is used as a yardstick and fits into the ideal hu- wood.
man body somewhere between7#2 times. Well, we use Well, there you have it. For those of
the horseés head in the same way, but yobwhoane brave enbuglsto ttyrasda t L
is a quadruped, we can6t use it just eeratch buidear horsec keép yguaeyess t
is done with the human form. Instead iopedfera futire ddititn®frtie OISt a |
vertically and diagonally, as can be seefim 6. In Fig 6 a journal, in which I will explain the
symmetrical horsebds wheel base fits nepotessyl use for modeding 8 darsae.r e
with the withers at poinD, the rump af, and the chest at | 6ve done all of t h
E, touching the squarebBig2 border | ines yauso described in

Look closely afig 6 and you will observe how head length
has been used as a yardstick for proportional measuremgnt
purposes. If these measurements are taken and appear gor-
rect, they collectively denote a horse of sound build. In cor
clusion, it sometimes proves difficult to know just how,
large a horse should be in terms of the average male rider
who stands about 6

foot tall.

Personally, | seem
predisposed to the
error of modeling a
rider one size larger
than whatod the ideal
for his steed, and
have had to remodel
him from scratch, a

frustrating business
indeed. On one occa-
sion | had to ralo the ridetthree timedefore | got it right,

the |l esson being that if yYyou donodt ensure proportional C
rectness before fleshing out your armatures, or convertifjg
an existing horse and rider right from the-get you may
end up with something resemblirigl|g 7. Think about it:
you sit at your bench admiring your work, you put it dowr]
at the end of the day, and then the following morning aftg
your eyes have readjusted, y
wrong. 19

-

ou notice i mmediately whatos
2006 s Co c 6 aomkhd calenion uf Mhn Brown, OMSS




