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    Well, itôs hard to believe, but another 

year has gone by, marked by another magnificent show at Fort 

York. My apologies for not having The Journal ready for 

distribution at the registration desk, but it came down to a 

choice of getting an entry in or having the Journal ready,  and 

you know what? I chose to spend the time finishing off an 

entry for the show. Since I assumed duties as your editor  in 

2003, I havenôt had the time to do any modelling at all, and 

Iôve decided thatôs got to change. The pleasure of painting a 

figure once again was very therapeutic and did me a world of 

good, so pardon the delay, but Iôm not sorry I did it. This 

working for a living has got to stop; itôs the cause of all my 

time constraints, and I know many of you can commiserate. 

Spare time is wasted on the retired, itôs so unfair. 

   As I took in the wonders of the annual show, I could not help 

but recall the tireless efforts of my great friend the late Paul 

Aitcheson to secure this wonderful venue for us. Against all 

odds, he campaigned, cajoled and schmoozed for years to get 

us into the very epicentre of military history in Toronto. 

Thanks to his efforts, the presence of our annual show at Fort 

York is more or less a permanent arrangement. We should 

strive to make sure we never lose this venue, as a tribute to his 

memory. Judging by the show this year, there is little danger 

of that. Our Show Chairman Norm White and  Bren Furlong 

did a magnificent job. Having been a Show Chairman in years 

past myself, I was filled with admiration for their flawless 

planning and hummingbird-like energy. Theyôve secured the 

Fort for us for years to come.  

   While pinch hitting as a hash-slinger at the snack bar, I heard 

many concerns about the low number of competitive entries 

this year. True, it is cause for concern but as I explained above

--it all comes down to time. Some of our members simply 

didnôt choose to devote the requisite time to their hobby and as 

a consequence, they had nothing to enter. Time is no longer 

something you have to ókillô. Itôs something you have to work 

hard to ómakeô so that you can spend that surplus on 

something you truly want to do.   Will you be able to make the 

time to get at least one entry ready for our show next 

September? You have a whole year to work on it. Iôm going to 

make that time from now on, 

believe me. 

From the 
Editor... 

Frank MacKay 

Editor 
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Cover Photo: One of the original six founding 

members of the OMSS, Bruce Boyd (centre) is 

congratulated by fellow lifer Carl McTaggart (L) 

and 2011 OMSS President Jim Matresky. ñNone 

of us had any idea the Society would carry on, and 

few of us ever thought we would be preparing to 

celebrate the 50th anniversary!ò, Bruce said. 
                 Photo: Eunice Matresky  
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Dear Sir:  
   Just a quick note to congratulate you on your efforts producing 

The Journal. You have captured just the right feeling for the 

members of our Society. Itôs informative, interesting, has good 

readability and just a hint of humour which is much appreciated. 

The general membership has no idea the work that goes into the 

production, but we do, donôt we? 

All the best,ð you done good, kid! 

 

Don Melhuish, OMSS 
[Thanks Don, thatôs high praise indeed. Now...about that article 

you promised meé] -ed. 

 

 

Dear Sir:                              

Thanks so much for the copies of the OMSS Journal, which 

arrived from Ian [Pearson] this week and which I have been 

devouring. That's a first-class publication, on par with any of the 

finest club magazines that I have seen from around the world. I'm 

especially enjoying the Canadian Regiments entries -- anything 

British or Commonwealth gets my immediate attention.                  

I realized a long time ago that with the sunset of NATO's raison 

d'etre, world peace requires an Anglophone Alliance.  The US, 

Canada, the UK, Australia, and NZ share common cultures, we 

share common language, laws and worldviews, and for more than 

a century have found ourselves aligned in most world-crisis 

situations.  We ought to formalize it.  It occurs to me that former 

Empire countries like India have similar interests. I think Kipling 

would approve. My son (the US Naval Officer) spent 8 months in 

Afghanistan and was around UK and Canadian personnel.  He 

speaks very highly of them. Thanks for your friendship. 

Jonathan S. Harbuck , AMFS                         

Chief Judge and Master Painter,                       

Atlanta Miniature Figure Society 

Dear Sir:                                                               

Further to the preceding letter, your philosophy on producing The 

Journal has been proven correct. The membership should realize 

the wisdom you have in making this our Journal and keeping it 

4 
uniquely and uncompromisingly Canadian, written almost 

exclusively by our own members. This response from 

Atlanta proves your point at an international level. Maybe it 

should be pointed out to everyone at the next meeting. Claim 

credit where credit is due, why not. When youôre right, 

youôre right. I my view, you deserve all the credit for a 

response like this. Well Done. 

Ian Pearson, OMSS 

Dear Sir:                               

I have spoken at the club meetings a couple of times over the 

past several years so I know how much preparation it takes.      

Therefore in consideration of the guest speaker and the 

program chairman, I would suggest that on special meetings 

when club business has to be conducted that we not have a 

speaker. Our May meeting was such an occasion. With 

relaying details for our Annual Show, comments about the 

special Paul Aitcheson estate sale and most importantly the 

need to have a full discussion regarding plans for our 50th 

anniversary dinner, a great deal of time was necessary. I 

know if I had been the speaker, I would have felt the 

members would have been worn out before I began to talk.                 

A second point is to thank Gary Lenius for his many ongoing 

contributions to the Club, in this case by remodelling our 

website. One suggestion I would make is to have the editor 

of the Journalôs email address and a brief mention of the 

Journal also included in the site. 

Frank Barrett, OMSS  
  

Letters 

The OMSS Journal welcomes your opinions,  

announcements, rants, spleen venting and  

especially letters of praise  

ð Write a Letter To The Editor! 
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Send your alternate captions to The OMSS Journal 

The OMSS Historical  

Picture Caption Contest 
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Answers on page 22 
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Long Overdue Honours Presented as OMSS 

Prepares for 50th Anniversary Year  

¿  Winter, 2011 

How many can you identify? "--*&% 1*-05z4 8*/(4 26*; 

   As 2011 draws to a close, a flurry of long overdue recognition was be-

stowed on several long term members who have served the Society with de-

votion and distinction for many years. First, Bruce Boyd, one of the original 

six founding members of the Society, received a life 

membership (see cover photo). A few months later, the 

venerable Don Melhuish was also made a life member in 

recognition of his long and continuing service not only to 

the Society but to the hobby in general. All members 

heartily applauded these honours and agreed that they 

were richly deserved and long overdue. 

   In December, Frank Barrett was presented with the 

Society Print, a smaller version of the Presidential Print 

by the late Jim Risk. Presentation of the print is exceed-

ingly rare, only preceded by life membership and presen-

tation of the Society Figure, as the OMSSô highest award. One thing our 

Society will never be accused of is being too lavish with its praise; all of the 

above recipients have worked long and selflessly for the Society in every 

imaginable capacity for decades. We are blessed with many members who share their devotion and energy equally, but even in that 

company, these honours are exceptionally well deserved. Their work has given us the OMSS we have today. o 

2 

1 3 

4 

5 

6 

Past President John Murdock (L) presents the 
Presidential Kukri to 2012 President Guy Elliott 

after it was surrendered by 2011 president Jim 

Matresky (R). The leadership continues. 

To Commemorate the 50th Anniversary 

of the founding of the OMSS, a limited 

edition members-only lapel pin has been 

commissioned by the Executive and ap-

proved by the members. Frank MacKay 

was delegated to design a token which 

specifically reflects the Societyôs history 

and close knit sense of family. It will be 

struck in gold coloured metal with a 

clutch back and one will be presented to 

all members during the Anniversary year. 

50th Anniversary Pin Design Approved and In Production 

Photos: Gary Lenius 
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Websites Worth A Look  
 

www.scottishmilitaryresearch.org.uk 
A magnificent treasure trove of research on Scottish 

soldiers of all eras. Bookmark this one! 

 

www.uniformology.com 
An excellent publisher of uniform detail pamphlets on 

1800ôs European armies. Pricey, but often the only 

game in town. 

 

http://spillwaytoysoldiers.homestead.com 
An excellent ACW toy soldier maker. 

 

www.plasticsoldierreview.com 
A very handy review of the many HO military figures 

on the market today. 

 

www.vimyfoundation.ca 
The website of the Vimy Foundation, preserving and 

expanding knowledge of Canadaôs sacrifice on Vimy 

Ridge in 1917 for future generations. Purchasing one 

of their excellent lapel pins is a great way to donate! 

 

www.treefrogtreasures.com 
A particularly well stocked miniatures dealer in Eyota, 

MN. A look at their stock makes you want to drive 

over there! 

 

www.ospreypublishing.com 
Home page of the indispensable modeller's reference 

books; always something new, now with a figure fo-

rum and many links. 

 

www.soga-miniatures.com 
Your gateway to Eastern European companies. 
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wished to expand and preserve it for all of its members, both 

present and future. He served as the Societyôs president for an 

unprecedented three termsðbasically because no one else was 

willing to do the job. He served as show chairman for several 

years; was instrumental in securing our present annual show 

location at Fort York, and brought the OMSS into the 21st cen-

tury by being its first webmaster and architect of its website. He 

would pitch in as auctioneer, porter, janitor; anything that 

needed to be done, he would eagerly and cheerfully do. 

   Aside from his passion for model soldiers, those of us who 

knew him would probably name his infectious good cheer and 

eternal optimism as his most distinguishing feature. He had an 

irreverent youthfulness which made him seem ageless, and any-

one who spoke with him felt strangely refreshed at meeting a 

genuinely honest, disarmingly friendly and true gentleman. He 

will be sadly missed by our entire society.  

   His funeral was well attended by many comrades from the 

OMSS and a charitable donation to the Canadian Heart & Stroke 

Foundation was made in his memory by the Society.  

   Rest well, old friend. We hope to meet again someday.  o 

          The OMSS was dealt a 

devastating blow last February 

when Paul Aitcheson passed 

away suddenly at the age of 66. 

He was one of the Societyôs 

hardest workers and always 

seemed to be cooking up some 

scheme or other which would 

improve the club and increase 

the enjoyment by its members. 

He did this not just out of duty 

but because he genuinely be-

lieved in the Society and 

In Memoriam: An OMSS Giant Passed this Way 

Canadian Armour Modelers 

Rejoice! 
    Canadian military equip-

ment is suddenly getting 

more international attention 

and respect. The prestigious 

Chinese plastic model com-

pany Trumpeter, now 

widely regarded as the 

leader in the modeling in-

dustry, has exhibited proto-

type kits of two Canadian 

APCôs at this yearôs Nur-

emberg Toy Fair. A Cougar 

light armoured car is shown 

at left, and there will also 

be a Grizzly AVGP 

(Armoured Vehicle Gen-

eral Purpose) kit on the 

market soon. Long over-

due!  

   Additionally, our own 

Grant Lawson has access 

to a supply of excellent 

LAV III Canadian APC 

models in 1/35 scale, pre-

painted resin on a scenic 

base. The detail is excel-

lent, and modifications can even be made to order. Other Canadian 

military items in this series are quite remarkable as well.  

Contributed by Brad Wood and Grant Lawson, OMSS 
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2011 Annual Fort York Show A Great Success!  

    

 
 Not only did the 

weather stay kind to us this year, but 

once again attendance was up at this 

yearôs On Parade, the annual show and 

competition of the Ontario Model Sol-

dier Society.  Held on the 11th of June at 

Fort York in Toronto, the cream of the societyôs displays and 

competition pieces were out for both society members and visi-

tors alike to check out. (See centrespread for photos and re-

sults) 

   Thanks to the many volun-

teers that were at the fort on 

Friday for the set-up, things 

went fast and smooth for 

show chairman Norm 

Whiteôs crew. After the ta-

bles were put out for the 

vendors and displays, we 

were pleasantly surprised to 

see that the tables were cov-

ered in gray and blue table 

cloths, in celebration of this 

yearôs theme, ñThe Blue and 

the Grayò remembering 150 

years since the start of the 

U.S. Civil War. 

   As in the past few years, our friends from the Ottawa 1/6th 

scale club made another visit to this yearôs show, starting their 

set up on the Friday. While they did not bring the large scale 

street scene as they have done in the last two years, they did 

bring a huge selection of military and civilian vehicles, includ-

ing a wonderfully scratch built First World War Mk IV 

(Female) Tank, a couple of street hot rods and an underwater 

exploration submarine. 

   On the Saturday, Gerald Collette 

and Rod Hol-

loway joined 

us, both Civil 

W a r  r e-

enactors who 

happened to 

play the part of 

Con fede ra te 

Surgeons. Ge-

rald had given 

the May lec-

ture on Canadian participation during 

the Civil War and he and Rod were 

kind enough to set up a display of 

Civil War medicine in the Block 

House. While our two Confederate 

friends looked every inch the part, 

our own Society President, Jim Matresky, was not to be outdone 

as he appeared in an 1812 British Officerôs uniform, complete 

with sword and bicorn hat. Jim fit in perfectly with our Fort 

York setting and from what I hear he was much sought after 

most of the day for photo ops. 

   It looks like the return to themes for the show is working out 

well. Last year we had a lot of displays in celebration of the Ca-

nadian Navyôs 100th Anniversary and this year we had a good 

response to the Civil War theme. Newcomer to the Society, 

Steve Russell, put on a huge display incorporating a Union Ar-

tillery battery, supply train and a dockyard with an Iron Clad 

Monitor. Gary Lenius, Brian MacDonald, and John Hambly all 

had figure displays depicting Civil War 

scenes and Frank Vella (Ottawa 1/6th Scale 

Club) had a very convincing kit-bashed 

mounted Union Artilleryman on display. In 

the vendor area there was a large selection 

of Civil War themed items for sale as well.  

   Janet MacKay had coffee ready for us 

early at the Imperial Order of the Daughters 

of the Empire (IODE) snack bar and we 

were ready to go. The 48th Highlanders 

Chapter IODE made enough profit this year 

that they will be donating $183.00 towards 

the Support Our Troops overseas campaign, 

where it has been used to purchase Tim 

Hortons gift cards for our soldiers in Af-

ghanistan. 

   With regards to our vendor area, we once again had the 

Thèberge brothers of The Toy Soldiers Club from Quebec City 

make it to our show, as 

well as many of our 

regular retailers and 

club vendors. Even 

with the economy still 

staggering a bit, sales 

were fairly steady for 

m o s t 

of the 

v e n -

d o r s . 

Of course, there were more than just Civil War 

items for sale, and while some society members 

were selling off old collections, there were new 

items available from such leading manufacturers 

as William 

Britain Lim-

ited, John 

Jenkins, Armies in Plastic, 

King & Country, and many 

more. Both Henry Chow and 

myself were fortunate enough 

to have the latest limited edi-

tion set from William Brit-

By S. J. Dummitt, OMSS 



          8  The Journal of The Ontario Model Soldier Society ¿  Winter, 2011 

ains, the Mounted Gui-

don Party of the Royal 

Scots Dragoons. These 

sets had arrived just a 

few days before the show 

and so our Society mem-

bers were amongst the 

first in the country to see 

them. 

   Richard Walker of 

William Britain Limited was kind enough to send two cases of 

mounted knights and mounted Civil War cavalry to the OMSS 

for distribution amongst children in attendance. It was a pleasure 

to see the childrenôs eyes light up and the expressions on their 

faces when they found that they could have one of the colourful 

plastic figures for free. A big thanks is extended from the OMSS 

to William Britain 

Limited for their leg-

endary generosity. 

   We had three new 

judges doing our 

competition this year. 

Ian Pearson, Phil An-

drews and Will 

Murray performed 

this thankless task. 

Both Ian and Phil had 

made two trips to 

shows in the U.S. to hone up on there judging and they are to be 

commended for their dedication and meticulous fairness.  

   With the competi-

tion awards handed 

out, our show and 

competition came to 

an end for another 

year. We have over a 

year before our big 

celebration show in 

2012. Due to compli-

cations with schedul-

ing at the fort, our 

50th Anniversary 

show and competition will not be held until 8 September, 2012. 

Remember, the show theme is ñThe Bicentennial of the Start of 

the War of 1812ò, Lets 

make the upcoming 

show something that 

people will remember 

and with over a year to 

go, thatôs lots of time 

to come up with some 

pretty impressive com-

petition and display 

pieces. We have al-

ready confirmed the return of both Borgfeldt Canada Limited and 

William Britain Limited to next years event ð letôs see you there 

as well! o 

Visiting the  

Jackman  

Toy Soldier  

Collection at the 

ROM  
By Peter L. Jackson, OMSS 
    I recently visited the Royal Ontario Museum with inten-

tions to see the collection of toy soldiers donated by Henry N. 

R. Jackman. The collection consists of almost 5000 figures, 

mostly Britains but also other makers such as Mignot, Heyde, 

Johillco, Crescent, Stadden, etc. The figures on view are in a 

glass cabinet built into the wall in a stairwell between the  

second and third floors. 

   The cabinet contained about 200 figures which are only a 

fraction of the collection, which is changed periodically. The 

soldiers on display during my visit were dressed in khaki of 

WW1 and WW2, with guns and vehicles of the period. 

   I should mention at this point, that with the enlargement of 

the museum, it is not an easy place to get around, but there are 

a number of guides to assist you. 

Before leaving, I dropped in at the 

gift shop located on the main 

floor. This has a number of items 

on sale, many at a surprisingly 

reasonably price.  

   I was delighted to find a copy  

of the book The Henry N. R. Jack-

man Collection of Toy Soldiers in 

the Royal Ontario Museum.  The preface to the book is by K. 

Corey Keeble, a curator who is also a toy soldier collector and 

who was once a featured speaker at an OMSS meeting. This is 

a very impressive work, illustrated 

with some 2000 full colour photos. It 

is very large and heavy at 12x3 1/2x1; 

weighs about 6 pounds, 300 pages.  

The price was only $39.00 plus tax. 

Mr. Jackman must have subsidized the 

book, for at this price itôs a steal. o 
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 While doing some 

research into the family history, I found a 

relative that had joined the British Army in 

1829 and later served in the Royal Canadian 

Rifle Regiment based in Amhestburg, On-

tario near Windsor.                                  

Sergeant Heaton died as 

one of the oldest and 

most respected of the 

residents of the Township of Essex, Ontario, 

and pensioner of the British Government. He 

was born in Bradford, Yorkshire, England 

on November 5th, 1804 and first enlisted in 

the Third Light Dragoons in Bradford but 

being underaged, was sent home. On Octo-

ber 15th, 1829 at age 20 he joined the 30th 

Regiment of Foot at Leeds and was granted 

R e g i m e n t a l  n u m b e r  7 4 5 .                                                         

After serving four years in England the regi-

ment was ordered to Ireland and while based at Inniskillen, he 

was married to Elizabeth Brady on March 9th 1834. After two 

years in Ireland the regiment moved again, this time to Ber-

muda for eight years. In 1840 the regiment was ordered to 

Halifax, Nova Scotia and a year later he exchanged to the 

Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment. Now with a new regiment, he 

went on to serve in Halifax, Montreal, Niagara, Drummond-

ville and Amherstburg. A detachment of the regiment was sta-

tioned there until 1851. He later obtained the rank of Sergeant 

with five Good Conduct Stripes and retired in 1851 at Colches-

ter where he resided until his death in 1892. The family con-

nection comes through his daughter Elizabeth Victoria. 

 

The Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment 

 

The Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment (RCRR) was formed as a 

result of a suggestion from the Duke of Wellington. He recalled 

the great success of his dedicated light infantry regiments and 

rifle regiments during the Napoleonic Wars and suggested that 

only rifle and light infantry regiments should be employed in 

the "wilds" of Canada. Wellington's recommendation was ac-

cepted by the Ministry of War, and the RCRR was created as a 

rifle regiment. In practical terms, this meant that it was issued 

green wool uniforms rather than the customary red; black 

leather accoutrements rather than white, and rifles rather than 

muskets. Tactically, the Regiment was employed in a skirmish-

ing mode firing relatively few but highly accurate shots rather 

than frequent volleys of inaccurate short range fire. During itôs 

service, it served exclusively in Canada and had two unusual 

features. Firstly it was a veterans' battalion in that all non-

commissioned members were veterans of fixed periods of ser-

vice in other regiments of the British Army; secondly it was a 

rifle regiment rather than a normal infantry regiment.  

   The main reason the regiment was recruited from veterans 

were the perennial problem of desertion. Since deserters would 

not be returned from the United States, it was an easy run to the 

border and many British soldiers took the chance. They left 

behind the underpaid and overworked British military life and 

enjoyed the high wages and a constant demand for labour in the 

U.S. The problem was solved with the raising of a veterans' 

regiment. Recruited from soldiers with at least fifteen years 

service, the theory was that these soldiers were unlikely to de-

sert and more likely to get married and settle down. The regi-

ment offered the attractions of ser-

vice such as bounties, a higher rate 

of pay and wives could live in gar-

rison and receive regular rations. 

The regimental HQ was initially 

located at Toronto but moved to 

Kingston in 1855. Individual com-

panies were detached to garrisons 

throughout Canada West (Ontario) 

and Canada East (Quebec). One 

company was stationed at Fort 

Wellington throughout the 1840s 

and 1850s. Other garrisons in-

cluded Montreal, Brockville, King-

ston, Toronto, Niagara, Am-

herstburg and Winnipeg. With the 

relative peace in Canada between 

1838 and 1867 it deployed only 

once for active service during the 

1866 Fenian Raids. The Regiment 

was disbanded at Kingston on 30 

September 1870 as one of the final 

acts before the British Army with-

drew from Canada after Confedera-

tion. 

   The initial rifle used was the well

-regarded Baker Rifle first issued 

during the Napoleonic Wars. It had 

a flintlock mechanism, was accu-

rate to approximately 300 meters 

range, and in the hands of a trained 

rifleman was a very deadly firearm. 

Later in the early 1840s the British 

Army adopted the Brunswick Rifle 

which proved to be unpopular due 

to its percussion mechanism, a 

different rifling system, much 

heavier weight with a nasty recoil.
o 

By Ian Pearson, OMSS 

1846 Uniform 
The frock coat (adopted 

1845) was buttoned with 

black horn buttons of Regi-

mental style. The hat was 

an Albert pattern shako. 

The large pouch worn on 

the right hip carried supply 

of rolled paper cartridges. 

On the waist belt was the 

sword bayonet for the 

Brunswick Rifle and a 

small pouch for percussion 

caps on the front just right 

of the serpentine buckle. 

The front of the shako was 

decorated with a bronze 

hunting horn emblem that 

was the common symbol of 

light infantry and rifle 

regiments.  

A Hero In The Family Tree: Sgt Heaton of the  

Royal Canadian Rifle Regiment 
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The Cheap Modeller 
Membersô Tips 

& Tricks  

Frugal 

OMSS CrossWord  
Contributed By Ian Pearson, OMSS 
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Have you got a neat tip for cutting costs? From 

now on, you will be writing this column, so when 

the editor buttonholes you at a meeting, youôd 

better be ready to cough up your ócheap trickô to 

share with our readers! 

Across 
1. One of Marlboroughôs battles won in 1708 

5. The chief sergeant of a regiment 

7. Wheeled ammunition box 

9. German light cavalryman 

11 See 17 down 

12 Bridge made of boats 

14 Call this if you donôt know the time 

16 self 

18 Recruits quake when sergeants make this noise! 

19 Nickname for British Military Police 

21 A woman sailor 

22 Important requirement for battle (abbreviation) 

23 A small hand-thrown shell 

By Jeff Duncan, OMSS 
   Sometimes things happen in a marriage that 

make you both 

think (in a good 

way) ñwow, we 

have been to-

gether too long!ò  

I had one of 

those moments 

over the Christmas holidays with 

my wife, Heidi.  We were hosting 

her family this year at our house 

and in the course of the festivities 

we had exchanged gifts with her 

family.  In the evening, we were 

cleaning up all the Christmas col-

lateral damage (wrapping paper 

and packaging) and Heidi came across the packaging from a 

microwave oven and she remarked to me, ñhey Jeff,  this 

looks like a desert fort!ò I checked the packaging out and yes, 

it did look exactly like a desert fort!  It was a textured semi-

soft cardboard in a perfect tan/sand colour with all the nooks 

and crannies of a Arabian-style adobe fort.  The textured look 

of the cardboard resembles a fort weathered by a hundred 

years of sandstorms. We 

looked at each other and 

laughed and both ex-

claimed, ñwe have been 

together too long!ò 

   So, lesson one on the 

ñfrugalò front is always 

be looking out for ideas 

and uses of ñstuffò for 

our hobby, you never 

know where or from whom a good item may pop up. 

   The second tip related to the ñfrugal fortò, I had the perfect 

ground cover for it. (bringing in 50 

pounds of sand might not go over 

well at home).  Your neighborhood 

fabric store always has remnant sec-

tions of material on clearance sale.  

The fabric materials can be every-

thing from thick drape-like material 

to tartan prints. In this case, I got 

some textured tan/sand coloured, 

lightweight fabric that I used for the 

ground cover of my ñSomewhere in 

Arabiaò diorama. 

We took a couple of photos to show 

the ñfrugal fortò in all its glory with 

palm trees and the soldiers from a 

firm called Potsdam Toy Soldiers to bring it all to life.  o 

Down      7. Former German reserve force                              15. Half sailor, half soldier 
2. Medal awarded for bravery in the field (Initials)        8. A busy insect                                                       17 With 11 across, famous British musket  

3. Town near which four battles were fought in WW1   10. Former Co-operative Canteen Society (Initials)      20. Murky 

4. American soldier of the First World War      11. The Military overseas GPO 

6. General who made his name in India      13. Stumble 
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Book Reviews From the Age of Sword and Pistol 

Tell Our Advertisers You Saw 

Their Ad in The OMSS Journal ð 
Or Ask them Why You Didnôt! 

Wellington Against Massena: The 

Third Invasion of Portugal,  

1810 ï 1811 
By David Buttery 

224 pages, 

Pen and Sword company, 

£19.99 

   David Buttery`s history book is a fresh 

look at one year in the peninsular war in Portugal.  He brings 

fresh new research to this time and challenges some of the set 

opinions proposed in past histories. 

   At the heart of the book is the 

struggle between two brilliant gen-

erals, Arthur Wellesley, the Duke 

of Wellington,  and Marshal André 

Massena.  They were military 

chessmasters but in the end Mas-

sena was ruined and the Duke of 

Wellington was on his way to fu-

ture glory. If there was a consola-

tion prize for Massena, it was that a 

little town in upstate New York 

took his name. 

   Buttery offers a penetrating in-

sight into the personalities of these 

generals.  He reassesses their strug-

gles at Ciudad Rodrigo, Almeida, Busaco, the lines of ȅorres 

Vedras and the final hard-fought battle at Fuentes de OŔoro.  

After the Peninsular War, Wellington was named British Am-

bassador to the Court of Tuileries.  He met Massena in Paris 

and the former enemies dined together and talked with good 

humour about their past battles. 

   The author does not write from a high level of abstraction.  

He gets down to personal details such as the British soldier 

being attacked by a  French cavalryman.  The soldier had no 

ammunition in his weapon, but manages to make a fatal wound 

with his bayoneted musket.  As the enemy soldier falls, he cuts 

the musket butt of his attacker in half.  Anecdotes from both 

the English and the French convey a sense of ñyou are there.ò 

Buttery also challenges traditional views of the battles and the 

responses of the English and French generals.  He reconsiders 

the scorched earth policy that was used against the French.  As 

well, he notes  the conflicting reports of contemporaries which 

still confuse our understanding of the major events. 

Buttery has made a study of 19th century warfare. He has spe-

cialized in the Peninsular War, to which this book is a testimo-

nial. His writing is crisp and to the point. Highly readable. 

Two small quibbles: 

It would be better if there were full page maps. 

Also needed: an Order of Battle, but Buttery does mention all 

the regiments in the Index. o 

The Fort 
By Bernard Cornwell 

311 pp. 

Harper Collins, 2010 

$9.99 

 
 

   This story is not to be confused with 

Sharpeôs Fortress, another work by this 

author which took place in Gawilighur, 

central India in 1803. The Fort is situated 

half a world away in Penobscot, Massachusetts (now Maine) in 

1799. Richard Sharpe would have 

been about two or three years old at 

the time. 

   As in many of Cornwellôs stories, 

the historical events actually took 

place but he embellishes the gaps 

with exciting fillers.  The locations 

also exist, some with names 

changed. Some of the main charac-

ters are based on real people. On 

the British side, we meet Lt. John 

Moore, who some 30 years later, as 

Sir John Moore, died at Corunna in 

the Peninsular War. He was the 

driving force in the formation of the 

Light Division. 

   On the rebel side, we are introduced to Paul Revereðwho is 

not the hero most Americans believe him to be. His ride was 

cut short when the British confiscated his horse. The gist of the 

story is that the British military established an outpost in order 

to provide protection to American Loyalists living there. There 

are attacks and counterattacks by land and sea and the navies of 

both sides played major roles. The Royal Navy with its three 

sloops of war (not to be confused with the sloop of today), 

mounted 18 or 20 light canon, was able to battle the rebel fleet 

of some 40 vessels of varying sizes to a standoff, preventing 

capture of the fort. 

   When a small British fleet arrived, what happened next has 

been described as the worst naval disaster in American history 

prior to Pearl Harbour! The remainder of the book is concerned 

with how the fort was completed , strengthened and fortified to 

such an extent that the besieging army, which included Conti-

nental Marines, was unable to capture it. 

   I highly recommend this book as an excellent read but it begs 

the question, ñWhere is MacDonald?ò. o 

 

 

      

By Harold R. W. Morrison, OMSS 

By Frank Ellis, OMSS 

http://covers.openlibrary.org/w/id/2029110-L.jpg
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  Henry Chow has been a member 

of OMSS for eighteen years. He 

lives with his wife in Willowdale 

and has one daughter, who is mar-

ried, and one son. Henry has 

worked for Dorset Tools for sixteen 

years and sells to companies such 

as Canadian Tire and Home Depot. 

Of course, most of our 

members know Henry as a 

vendor at our monthly 

meetings who specializes 

in the sale of Britains toy 

soldiers. 

 

How and when did you 

get started in the hobby? 

When I was five or six 

years old I was already 

playing with toy soldiers. 

My soldiers were all from 

my uncle and were all 

made prior to the war. The 

first one that I remember 

was a sixteen inch gun. Of course, at that age I did not 

know how to take care of the toys and many of them 

broke. Shortly after that three or four department 

stores in Hong Kong started to import Britains sets. I 

remember they had Scots Guards and Scots Greys. I 

had a few sets but most of the heads broke off so I just 

threw them away. Then I remember plastic model kits 

came out around 1967, and I played with them. Brit-

ains had stopped production of metal figures and pro-

duced plastic figures. At the time the price was 50 

Hong Kong cents which today would be about 4 Cana-

dian cents. I saved my money 

and bought lots of figures but 

when we moved houses they 

were all thrown away. In 1967, 

I moved from England back to 

Hong Kong and stopped at a 

toy shop in New York city. 

The shop was named Schwartz and I bought this set of 

Grenadier Guards - Britains #9321 - for $17.54 

U.S. [Henry showed me this very same set as he 

was interviewed.] This was the first set that I 

bought, and I kept it, and have kept the figures in 

the box and have not brought it out again until 

now. This first set reminded me of my uncle and 

his family who bought so many toy soldiers in 

those early days. 

 

Is there a special person who had influenced 

you or taught you regarding the hobby? 

My uncle didnôt really teach me about toy soldiers. 

Everything I learned since I immigrated to Canada. 

I attended a show at the Novotel Hotel in North 

York in 1993 and shortly thereafter I joined OMSS 

and bought some sets at the auction which was op-

erated by Russ Davis. I also learned a lot from Jim 

Milne, who died a few 

years ago from cancer. 

 

What is your special 

interest re: model or 

toy soldiers? Do you 

have a favourite fig-

ure or set of figures? 

Because it is very hard 

for an immigrant to 

get a job, I thought I would open a shop and sell 

toy soldiers. I couldnôt find a place for my shop for 

a while buy finally I got a shop space in Richmond 

Hill, but three months later, after I paid the de-

posit, the project was cancelled. I tried to get an-

other space at the Sheraton Hotel on Highway 7, 

but there werenôt enough people to buy soldiers. I 

tried also to rent space at Fairview Mall but was 

turned down because I was inexperienced in run-

ning a toy shop. Finally I just gave up, but I had a 

large inventory so I just sold from my house, 

which I found out is much better for me because I 

have a low overhead and can sell the goods at a 

lower price. I have many customers from across 

Canada, including Vancouver and Winnipeg, with 

my mail-order business. I have been a Britains 

agent since 1994. 

I like all kinds of toys and I collect all kinds of fig-

OMSS Member Profile: Itôs Chow Time! 
By Jim & Eunice Matresky, OMSS 
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ures, but my favourites are the older ones, especially 

older bands. I like to display them in my cabinets, 

but then people come to see them and want to buy 

them and then I donôt have them anymore. I still col-

lect a lot but they must be old, of good quality and 

be in the original box. I like figures that are difficult 

to get. Most of them I get at auctions in England and 

the United States. I now keep the figures that I really 

like and I donôt sell them to 

anybody. 

 

How do you display your 

figures? Describe your col-

lection. 
I used to display many of my 

figures but so many people 

used to come and see my fig-

ures on display and they 

would want to buy them. 

Now I keep my figures in the 

boxes and keep them stored away. People sometimes 

offer me a really high price for the figures which I 

canôt refuse. Sometimes people want to buy partial 

sets but I refuse to sell unless they buy the whole set 

or combination of sets. For example, I had four sets 

of set #101 of a mounted band with different varia-

tions. The client offered me a very high price for all 

four sets and I sold them to him. 

 

How many figures do you have? 
At the present time 

I have between 

2000 and 3000 fig-

ures. It is hard to 

tell because I buy 

and sell all the 

time and the num-

ber changes. 

 

If you had one suggestion to make to improve the 

OMSS, what would that be? 

The change in membership in OMSS has been very 

great since I first became a member. The people I sell 

to now are completely different than those I used to 

sell to. I think we must continue to get people inter-

ested in the hobby of toy soldiers by putting applica-

tion forms and flyers in hobby shops. We should try 

to get more young members. 

What advice would you have for a person just be-

ginning a model or toy soldier collection? 

Decide what kind of figures you want to collect and 

focus on that. Most young people want the new prod-

uct painted in matte colours. They are well done, very 

realistic and donôt cost as much as 

the older figures. The more senior 

collector wants old Britains which 

reminds him of the past ï it brings 

back memories. 

 

In your years of collecting, what 

is your biggest regret ï missed 

opportunity, the ones that got 

away? 
If I wanted something eventually I 

got it, although it may have been at 

a very high price. I am still looking for the Royal Ma-

rines Light Infantry with red coats ï a set of 26 pieces 

which is Britains pre-war. It is very expensive! 

 

What do you enjoy most about the hobby ï e.g., 

painting, casting, research, building dioramas, 

buying? 
I enjoy collecting. I am a very poor painter. I buy 

plastic models of ships and tanks and pay someone 

else to assemble and paint them but sometimes I have 

to wait a long time for the completed product,  but 

then I put it 

in my display 

cabinet. I 

waited for 

my Bismarck 

model for 

three years! 
o 
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OMSS Annual Show &  

Competition Results 

Saturday, June 11, 2011 

Fort York,  

Toronto 

Open Competition  
 

Bronze Awards: 
Jeff Duncan "Canadian Women's Army Corps" 

Frank MacKay "Grand Master of Knights Templar" 

Alex Morgan "Mg of the Toronto Scottish" 

Bruce Sundstrom "Marder III" 

Bruce Sundstrom "Military Medicine" 

Andy Traverse "Thin Red Line" 

Gail Stone "Collecting is Fun" 

Andrew Laschuk "War Bird" 

Andrew Laschuk "'32 Ford Black Highboy" 

John Dean "Canadian Jeep with .50 Cal MG" 

Frank Vella "Mounted Artillery" 

 

Silver Awards: 
Scott Dummitt "REME Staff Band" 

John Brown "Newfoundland Bugle Band" 

Will Murray "My Recent Models" 

Bill Wyatt "Troop Landing Craft" 

John Hambly "To the Rescue" 

Don Ritchie "Canadian Guards" 

Andrew Laschuk "Aria ZUZU Submarine" 

Harold Jones "M4 Sherman Firefly" 

 

Gold Awards: 
Grant Lawson for his four figures "Canadian Soldier 

WWI", "Hula Girl", "Retreat from Moscow" and 

"Maybe Next Year" 

Bruce Sundstrom "Chinese War Elephant" 

Werner Schroth "Some Flats" 

Les Eslary "Field Day England 1914" 

Geoff Truscott "Wireless Set No. 19" 

 

Wellington Cup  
(Best of Show selected by the judges) 

Phil Andrews "RCAF Pilot" 

 

Club's Choice  
(best of show voted by attendees) 

Les Eslary  "Field Day England 1914" 

 

We had 42 entries, plus several large displays  

which were not in competition. 

With thanks to judges Ian Pearson, Phil Andrews  

and Will Murray  

For more: 

   http://www.omss.ca/share/show2011    

http://www.omss.ca/share/show2011
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Although Iôm probably capable, Iôve no 

interest at all in sculpting or modeling 

miniatures of dogs, cats, tanks, ships or 

fish; my areas of interest lie solely in the 

creation of 3D images representing the human form and 

things equestrian, with emphasis placed on ensuring that 

whatever I do, itôs proportionally and anatomically correct. 

Mood and colour are secondary and flow as a result, but in 

terms of painting my work, Iôm still the ónoviceô, for our 

military modeling society contains the talent of others who 

are far superior figure painters than myself. 

   Military modeling does however, involve a relationship 

that I find fascinating, and that is the partnership between 

man and horse in times of peace and war. In previous arti-

cles, Iôve tried to help you look at the human form and how 

one can get better at modeling it, but in this article Iôd like to 

try and create an interest in looking at the form of the horse, 

so that when you choose a kit, or modify an existing kit, 

which incorporates a partnership between rider and horse, 

you know what to look for in the steed and what to avoid.  

   Horses are as complex and different as humans, 

probably more so, because of differing breeds, but like hu-

mans horses have their basics: four legs, a body, neck, head, 

and tail. Proportion throughout the breeds is roughly the 

same, with minor differences surfacing according to height 

and build, but they are beautiful creatures and in terms of all 

natureôs quadrupeds, the most majestic in my opinion. In all 

of my off and on years of being around these animals, no two 

have ever been alike; they are all so different, with differing 

temperaments, personalities and moods. There is nothing 

quite like having one of these creatures underneath you as 

you try and steer it towards and over a jump, and still remain 

mounted. For those brief milliseconds that you are airborne, 

there is no feeling like it in 

the world, nothing, none, 

zilch, nada, zippo, not one! 

Itôs a óriderôs highô, pardon 

the pun. 

Fig 1 is a generic drawing 

of a symmetrically sound 

gelding with thoroughbred 

and quarter horse traits; the 

head is smallish, signifying 

a tall mount of about 15½ - 

16 hands or so, the body broad, and the legs long and well 

muscled. From my limited knowledge I know a creature like 

this would not win the Grand National, but it would possess 

the endurance and stamina necessary to eventually out run 

other steeds, and be able to jump a 5ô6ò fence; havenôt done 

that yet and doubt if I ever will, itôs just too high. 

Fig 2 is the same drawing, but with the addition of a 

dotted line drawn to form a 

square superimposed over the 

body. 

 In profile, a horse 

that is correctly proportioned 

will fit neatly into a square as 

shown, this square being unof-

ficially referred to as óthe 

wheelbaseô. The uppermost 

horizontal line sits atop the 

highest point of the withers, 

the left vertical touches the chestôs pectoral muscles, the right the 

edge of the rump, and the bottom the base of the hooves. If a 

horseôs dimensions extend beyond its 

wheelbase, donôt buy it, with the distinct 

exception of a good jumper that is. Horses 

that jump well are the athletic hurdlers of 

the equestrian world, and tend to have a 

slightly longer wheelbase, (See Fig 3). 

   Fig 4 shows two additional horizontal 

lines added to the square, the uppermost 

positioned just above the halfway point, 

the second line dissecting the 

bottom segment into two 

equal halves. Take careful 

note that this second line lies 

under both knee joints, and is 

a good measurement refer-

ence for either long or short 

limbs, for a common mistake 

is modeling cannon bones 

that are too long. Iôve added 

Fig 5 because it contains 

some of the terminology of a 

horseôs external features, 

which are important because the following drawings make more 

sense when you understand what Iôm referring to as I discuss pro-

By  Charles Buchanan, OMSS 

Modelling The Horse 

Fig 1 

Fig 2 

Fig 3 

Fig 4 
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Iôve found that the best 

way of judging correct rider height 

is for the riderôs armature to be 

posed in an upright position stand-

ing close to the horseôs withers, so 

that his head and shoulders pro-

trude just above them, (See Figs 8 

& 9). Riders do differ in height, so 

if youôre modeling a child or a 

woman, reduce armature height accordingly. If you are modify-

ing or converting an existing rider, this presents a different prob-

lem, especially if itôs a specific personality. You have to get a lar-

ger mount, or expand the size of what you already have by a mi-

nor percentage. This involves increasing body width and length, 

leg and neck length. By the way, youôre severely limited in this 

regard because of head size. If you in-

crease proportion too much, you end 

up with the equestrian version of the 

comic book hero, small head sitting 

atop a huge body, which doesnôt exist 

in real life and is a product of Holly-

wood. 

   Well, there you have it. For those of 

you who are brave enough to try and 

scratch build a horse, keep your eyes 

open for a future edition of the OMSS 

journal, in which I will explain the 

process I use for modeling a horse. 

Iôve done all of the groundwork for 

you. o 

portional measurement. 

If you recall human proportion, the length of the 

human head is used as a yardstick and fits into the ideal hu-

man body somewhere between 7- 7½ times. Well, we use 

the horseôs head in the same way, but because this creature 

is a quadruped, we canôt use it just as a vertical yardstick, as 

is done with the human form. Instead itôs used horizontally, 

vertically and diagonally, as can be seen in Fig 6. In Fig 6 a 

symmetrical horseôs wheelbase fits neatly into a square, 

with the withers at point D, the rump at F, and the chest at 

E, touching the squareôs border lines as described in Fig 2. 

Look closely at Fig 6 and you will observe how head length 

has been used as a yardstick for proportional measurement 

purposes. If these measurements are taken and appear cor-

rect, they collectively denote a horse of sound build. In con-

clusion, it sometimes proves difficult to know just how 

large a horse should be in terms of the average male rider 

who stands about 6 

foot tall. 

   Personally, I seem 

predisposed to the 

error of modeling a 

rider one size larger 

than whatôs the ideal 

for his steed, and 

have had to remodel 

him from scratch, a 

frustrating business 

indeed. On one occa-

sion I had to re-do the rider three times before I got it right, 

the lesson being that if you donôt ensure proportional cor-

rectness before fleshing out your armatures, or converting 

an existing horse and rider right from the get-go, you may 

end up with something resembling Fig 7. Think about it: 

you sit at your bench admiring your work, you put it down 

at the end of the day, and then the following morning after 

your eyes have readjusted, you notice immediately whatôs 

wrong. 1920ôs Cocoa Premium -- From the collection of John Brown, OMSS 


