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From the Editor
Greetings! After lockdowns and stay at home
orders, finally there is
some
good
news!
Monthly meetings and
the annual show are
back on. I’m looking forward to finally meeting
up together again in
person. My apologies
for being so delayed in getting this issue out. My military commitments have taken up much of my spare time this fall and
will continue to do so until July 2022. I will do my best to get
the next issue out in March 2022. A special thanks to all who
contributed content to this issue.
This issue features an article by Scott Dummitt on The Royal
Canadian Regiment. David Gauthier, from the Toy Soldiers Club
in Quebec City, contributed a toy soldier inspired article on Remembrance Day. Frank Mackay provides advice on enhancing
the realism of your figures. Jeff Duncan submitted some interesting photos of D-Day DUKWs. And, as always, Ian Pearson
combed through his archival holdings for interesting photographs, illustrations, and articles to complete this issue. He has
provided some very useful uniforms and weapon reference material along with an humorous article on a “crappy” unit in Napoleon’s Imperial Guard.
Lastly, I want to wish a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
to all members of the OMSS.
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Brendan Hogan, Editor

Cover Photo
The cover of this issue is provided courtesy of Eric Shaw, who
supplied the editor with some photos of his War of 1812 dioramas. It was a tough choice between this photo and another of
British infantry and the Royal Artillery from the Seven Years’
War. But the American infantrymen in battle by John Jenkins
are superb!
Thanks Eric!

2021 OMSS Monthly Meetings &
2022 Show
The monthly meetings and annual show
are back on! See the OMSS website for
further information.
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Letters to the Editor
DUKWs at Pointe
du Hoc on D-Day

Contributed by Jeff
Duncan
I wanted to share
my
love
of
“quirky” military
history with the
OMSS fellows as I
came across this
crazy piece of
equipment … a fire
engine hook and
ladder apparatus attached to an amphibious DUKW! I was reading an old issue of World War 2 magazine
while riding my exercise bike in the basement. The issue was from May 1987. I love these old magazines because many of the stories, unlike today, were written by actual Second World War veterans.
It was a short story by a
US Ranger, Stan Askin,
about the training for DDay and specifically the
100-foot cliffs of Pointe
de Hoc for the upcoming
assault at Omaha Beach.
In the article, he mentioned about the Rangers
training on four converted DUKWs that had a
London Fire Brigade
large hook and ladder
apparatus
attached
them. These were to assist in the scaling of the
cliffs at Pointe de Hoc.
The ladders went up
over 100 feet and on the
top of the ladders two
BAR machine guns were
attached to them. How
would you like to be the
guy on the hook and ladder being hoisted up into
the air into the faces of
the German positions on
the top of the cliff firing
your automatic rifle!
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When I read about this, I almost fell of my bike thinking this is just crazy. Someone had to think this idea up,
convince their superiors this is a great idea, and then put it into motion to have them built and the troops
trained on them. Stan Askin mentioned for training that two DUKWs with their ladders fully out were set up
in a upside down “V”. The Rangers had to scale the ladders cross over from one to the other up in the air and
descend down the other side. Anyone who could not do it would be left behind. He indicated all the Rangers
managed the task.
One DUKW was hit by 20mm cannon fire and was sunk. The three remaining DUKWs were stalled along the
shoreline either stuck on a sandbar or could not cross the shell cratered beach and were not able to erect
their ladders up against the cliff. Colonel Rudder, the head US Ranger at Omaha, ordered the DUKW crews to
raise and extend their ladders where they were and Rangers climbed the ladders while exposed to German
fire. While perched on the top rungs, brave Rangers sprayed the top of the cliff with automatic rifle fire.
The Rangers also had more traditional grappling hooks and mortar fired grappling hooks. They eventually
scaled the cliffs, did some out flanking manoeuvres and took the cliffs. It was not until June 8th after numerous German counter attacks, two full days after the initial assault had started, were the Rangers relieved
from their positions on the top of Pointe du Hoc.
I provided some photos and a link to a newer article I came across on this unusual piece of D-Day equipment
and military history. Might make a really different model/diorama that I might tackle one day.
Regards,

Jeff Duncan
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President’s Message from Keith Ritchie, President of the OMSS
Welcome to the third JOURNAL of 2021. This is, of course, the last volume of the JOURNAL for 2021. I want
to thank Brendan, Alex, Gary, and Jeff for shepherding our communications to all members. And congratulations and our thanks to Brendan, who is doing this while managing more – and more important things in his
life, at home and in his military career.
We are trying to get back to some form of normalcy, in society and with the OMSS. By now, all members
should be aware that we held, on 12 November, our first in-person meeting since the start of the pandemic
– 20 months ago. We had a successful meeting, with over 30 members, and the Ottawa Chapter will have
had an in-person meeting as well.
We intend on continuing this approach, subject to governmental and Legion rules. Getting vaccinated is a
large part of this, as well as following safe practices.
But I recognize that we are not back to pre-COVID conditions yet, and there is no definite indication of exactly when that might be. Some members may choose to avoid in-person gatherings for reasons, and I understand and respect that, as does the Executives and the OMSS membership collectively. I have been encouraged by the way that members are keeping in touch – through phone calls, emails, Zoom meetings, and
“safe” visits.
The newsletter and the JOURNAL are integral means for the OMSS members to keep in touch and to share
their ideas, information, knowledge, and stories to all of us, so that collectively we gain a better understanding and enjoyment of this hobby. And the continued publication of the newsletters and JOURNAL through
the pandemic has highlighted how important they are. While we will go back to a more normal publication
schedule for the JOURNAL and the newsletter as we resume the normal monthly meetings, we will continue
to use them. But to do so, we also need stories and articles to publish. So, please keep articles coming to
Brendan (for the JOURNAL).
Finally, I wish all OMSS members, with their families and friends, Seasons Greetings, Merry Christmas, and a
Happy New Year. Enjoy the holidays, and continue to stay safe. See all of you in 2022.
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Military Units of Canada in Miniature: The Royal Canadian Regiment
By Scott Dummitt
This is the first of what I hope to be a series based on military
miniatures depicting Canada’s military. I intend to display figures produced by several companies and recount the histories
of the units featured in these articles. I thought that the first
article should be introduced by looking at Canada’s senior regular force infantry regiment, The Royal Canadian Regiment
(RCR).
The history of the RCR dates back to 1883 when the Canadian
Government established the Infantry School Corps. The three
companies were established in the former quarters of the old
British barracks at Fredericton, NB, St. Jean, QC, and Toronto,
ON. Recruiting was focused on men who had previous military experience, including former British regulars.
The new Canadian regulars saw
their first action in 1885 when
“C” Company from Toronto, under the command of LieutenantColonel (LCol) W.D. Otter, was
sent out to Western Canada to
help subdue the Louis Riel Rebellion in Saskatchewan. The
regular infantry saw action at
Cut Knife Hill, Fish Creek, and
Batoche. It was at this time that
the new unit received the battle
honours, “Saskatchewan” and
“North West Canada, 1885”.
In 1887, a fourth company was
established at London, ON. In
1892, the Corps received the
status of becoming the Canadian
Regiment of Infantry. In 1893,
Nostalgia Miniatures set of RCR Yukon Field Force 1898
Queen Victoria granted the Canadian permanent corps with
the Royal prefix, thus the regiment became The Royal Regiment of Canadian Infantry. The designation was
once again changed to The Royal Canadian Regiment of Infantry in 1899. This was once again changed in
1901 to The Royal Canadian Regiment, the designation that it still carries today. LCol George J. Maunsell was
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appointed the first actual commanding officer of the regiment
in 1896. In 1899, a fifth regimental company was established at
Quebec City, QC.

The regiment was once more deployed in 1898 when it saw
service as the largest component of the Yukon Field Force.
Then in October 1899, Canada sent a regiment of soldiers to
join the British forces in South Africa. Volunteers from 82
different Militia units across the company were gathered together with a 150 soldiers from the permanent force and desArmies in Plastic 2nd Battalion Royal Canadian
ignated as 2nd (Special Service) Battalion of The Royal CanadiRegiment box set
an Regiment, under the command of LCol Otter. The permanent force contributed 13 of the 41 officers and every company senior NCO was from the permanent force.
The battalion landed at Cape Town on 30 November 1899 and was immediately ordered up-country. In February 1900, the RCR were assigned to the 19th Infantry Brigade of the British Army under the command of

RCR Infantryman advancing produced by Team Miniatures
Note the Maple Leaf on the Helmet Puggaree

Charging RCR Infantryman produced by Team Miniatures
Note the Maple Leaf on the Helmet Puggaree

Major-General Horace Smith-Dorrien. On 21 February, the Duke of Cornwall’s Light Infantry and the RCR
made a forlorn attack on the Boer positions at Paardeberg Drift. The regiment lost 18 men during the attack
and another two from their wounds later. The Canadians once again led a night attack on the night of the
26th. Approaching the Boer positions on the hills above Paardeberg Drift, they were within a 100 yards of
the enemy when they were discovered during the early hours of the 27th. Under withering fire, part of the
regiment retreated but two companies remained along with some engineers and dug in. When dawn approached, the Canadian opened up close range fire and eventually forced the Boers to surrender along with
their general, Piet Cronje. This was not only a major victory for the British forces, but a turning point in the
war. To this day, the RCR celebrate Paardeberg Day. The regiment fought in other battles as well but was returned to Canada on 7 November 1900. For its service during the conflict the regiment was awarded the
campaign honour “South Africa, 1899-1900,” and the battle honour “Paardeberg.”
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William Britain Limited set no. 1632. Produced in the 1930s, this extremely rare set shows seven Privates and an Officer in the
dress ceremonial uniform of the regiment featuring a Wolseley helmet with red puggaree, scarlet jacket with dark blue facings ,
white leather belt, and dark blue trousers with red stripe.

During the early period of the First World War, the RCR was sent to do garrison duty in Bermuda. This lasted
from September 1914 until August 1915 when it was relieved by another Canadian unit. Upon its deployment to France, the RCR
was incorporated into the
3rd Canadian Division. In
January 1916, the RCR took
over a portion of the front
line in the Kemmel section.
Then in October that year,
the regiment took heavy
losses when it was involved
in the unsuccessful attack
on Regina Trench during
the Battle of Ancre Heights.
The regiment was reduced
to 140 officers and men.
They were then transferred
along with the rest of the
Canadian Corps to the front
The Regimental Colours with Escort of the RCR c. 1985
facing Vimy Ridge. The regiProduced by “Pride of the Nation”
ment had time to rebuild
its strength while prepara9

tions were made for the daunting battle ahead.
On Easter Monday, 9 April 1917, the four Canadian divisions simultaneously attacked the strategic German
positions in a show of strength. By the end of the first day, the 3rd Division, which included the RCR, had
achieved its position. The fourth division to the left of the 3rd was not able to achieve its objective, the higher ground, until the next day. This resulted in the 3rd taking heavy fire from the remaining Germans during
the night. The regiment once again had taken heavy causalities, losing 57 officers and men with 155 wounded and 65 missing in action. The regiment once again saw action at the Third Battle of Ypres. The Canadians,
along with the Australians, spearheaded the British attack along the Amiens front on 8 August 1918 with the
RCR taking all its objectives. During the Battle of the Canal du Nord, on 27 September, the regiment’s “D”
Company under the command of Lieutenant (Lt) M.F. Gregg found their way blocked by heavy uncut wire,
while under heavy fire. Gregg managed to find a small gap in the wire and was able to lead his men forward
to gain a footing in the Marcoing position. This footing was then expanded and allowed time for the other
regimental companies to find gaps in the defenses as well. For his gallantry and bravery, Gregg would be
awarded the Victoria Cross. The regiment disputes the 42nd Battalion’s claims to have made it to Mons first,
a platoon of the RCR led by Lt W.M. King has claimed that not only did they get into Mons first but that King
signed the Golden Book of Mons to mark the occasion. The regiment was awarded the following Battle Honours for its engagements during the war: “Mount Sorrel, Somme, 1916, Flers-Courcelette, Ancre Heights, Arras, 1917, 18, Vimy, 1917, Hill 70, Ypres, 1917, Passchendaele, Amiens, Scarpe, 1918, Hindenburg Line, Canal
du Nord, Pursuit to Mons, FRANCE AND FLANDERS, 1914–18”.
The years between the two world wars is a familiar story to Canadians as disinterested governments reduced
the numbers of the regiment until is stood at only 400 Officers and men distributed amongst four barracks at
London, Halifax, Toronto, and St. Jean. The regiment saw duty keeping order at major strikes throughout the
country, a duty that they deeply resented as the depression raised hardships for many Canadians during the

Drums and Bugles of the RCR

Produced by DUCAL toy soldiers
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late 1920s/early 1930s. Eventually as the Nazis menace emerged in Europe, Prime Minister King’s government realized the need to bring about a rearmament program.
The regiment’s numbers were only at 400 when war was declared in 1939, but the Canadian Fusiliers, who
were not being mobilized, contributed men and 12 officers to help the RCR get its numbers up. The regiment was appointed the senior battalion of the 1st Canadian Infantry Brigade, 1st Canadian Division. The
RCRs arrived in Scotland on 30 December 1939 and headed to Aldershot, Hampshire. While the regiment
made a brief sally into France in June 1940 to help establish what was hoped to be a Second BEF, it was
pulled out after only two days with no casualties. The regiment would train and help guard Britains shores
until 1943 when it played a major role in the invasion of Sicily (Operation Husky) under the command of
Major-General G.G. Simonds.
While the RCR found the Italian defenders only put up a light opposition, five days into the invasion heavy
resistance was met by the Canadians when they came upon German troops. It took the Allies until 17 August to clear out the opposition. September 1943 saw the RCR in the vanguard to the 8th Army’s invasion
into the Italian mainland. The RCRs would fight in Italy until February 1945 when the entire I Canadian
Corps was transferred to join up with the First Canadian Army in northwest Europe. During its time in Italy,
the regiment had seen engagements at Motta Montecorvino, Moro River (Moro Line), San Leonardo, Ortona, the Hitler Line, the Gothic Line, Rimini Line, Lamone River, and the Senio River.

Military Band of the Royal Canadian Regiment
Private collection of Ryan Gingras (RCR Retired) produced by “Pride of the Nation”

The RCR were in the Belgian village of Schilde on the 16 March. On the 12 April, the regiment crossed the
Ijssel River and on the 17th assisted in the capture of Apeldoorn. When the war in Europe ended on 5 May,
11

1945, the regiment had suffered a total loss of 370 officers and men killed and 1207 wounded.
Post war structuring saw the regiment as part of the Mobile Striking Force (MSF), a force designed for the
defence of Canadian territory and in particular looking to the North against a Soviet invasion. In 1949, all
units of the MSF began training as parachute troops. Then on 25 June 1950, communist North Korea invaded
its southern neighbour. On 27 June, the UN Security Council called on member states of the UN to assist
South Korea in resisting the invasion. Canada sent several naval vessels to Korean waters.

Pipes & Drums of the 2nd Battalion RCR C. 2016 from the Brian Holly Collection special production by “Pride of the Nation”

On 7 August, the government announced the formation of a Canadian Army Special Force, brigade strength,
that would be used in Europe under NATO or in Asia. The three infantry battalions of the unit would be from
the RCR, the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry, and the Royal 22nd Regiment. While the Pat’s were
the initial unit to land in Korea, the rest were sent to Fort Lewis in the US for training. With China’s support
of troops aiding the North Koreans in late 1950, US General MacArthur, head of the UN forces, called for the
immediate deployment of the rest of the Canadian brigade. The RCR’s 2nd Battalion landed at Pusan, South
Korea on 5 May 1951. In July 1951, the Canadians became part of the Commonwealth Division banding together with contingents from the UK and other Dominion troops. In April 1952, the 2nd Battalion was replaced by the 1st Battalion. In the spring of 1953, the 3rd Battalion relieved the 1st of its duties in Korea and
stayed until after the armistice was signed. The three battalions had seen plenty of small actions during their
deployment with a total of 117 of its officers and men killed.
In 1953, the 2nd Battalion took up duties in West Germany to serve under NATO command. It was part of
12

the Canadian brigade attached to the British Army of the Rhine. In 1953, the City of London became the regiment’s home station as well as the regimental depot. Another change of significance was the appointment of
HRH Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh, as the Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment, a position he held until his
death in April 2021.
During the Cold War period, the regiment has seen UN duty in Cyprus, Sinai, and Yugoslavia (Croatia, Bosnia,
Kosovo). In addition, various companies served in both Desert Shield and Desert Storm as protection for Canadian field hospitals and prisoner of war guard detachments. All three battalions of the regiment served
tours in Afghanistan with the Canadian contingent. The RCR will continue to be called upon to perform its
duty to the utmost whenever Canada needs them.
The regiment has had some sort of musical accompaniment since 1894. Initially, it was just drummers and
buglers. There was a regimental band during the First World War. The modern military band was stood down
in the 1990s. However, the 2nd Battalion absorbed the Pipes & Drums from the former permanent force
Black Watch when that regiment was stood down in the 1970s.
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The Swami Answers Your Modeling Questions
Send modeling questions to The Swami, c/o The JOURNAL of the OMSS.
Question: O Enlightened One, I’m happy
with the level of my
painting skills, but
somehow my figures
end up looking very
basic and lifeless. Have
you any advice?

While there is nothing wrong with painting figures as
they are, straight out of the box, it is always possible
to increase the level of realism and eye appeal by
modifying the figure in very simple ways.

One of the first things I look for when viewing a figure
is to check that the rifle or musket barrel has been
hollowed out. If it remains a solid tube of metal or
resin, I generally don’t bother looking for any other
Answer: In all scale modeling, whether it be figures, details because there likely won’t be any. Hollowing
toy soldiers, tanks, or cars, there is an old axiom that out the weapon barrel is perhaps the most basic
dictates, “you can never have too much detail.” measure you can take to improve any figure and is
easily
accomplished with micro
drill bits and a pin
vise. As shown
here, bits are
available in sizes
from 1 or 2mm
down to ones that
are thinner than a
human hair. They
are easily available
on eBay or AliExpress for only a
few dollars and
will increase the
realism of your
figures immensely.
I would also highly
recommend
acquiring a pin vise,
sometimes
sold
along with the
bits. A pin vise allows for very precise control of the
15

boring, speed, and degree of force, thus making accidents rare. If you
chuck the bit in a high
speed moto tool, you
risk damaging the figure
unless you have the
steadiest of hands. It is
worth the expenditure
of time and effort to do
it slow and steady. The
whole length of the barrel doesn’t need to be
bored out obviously,
just a few millimeters to
show that it has some
depth. A little black
paint down the hole and
a dry brushing of silver
to mimic wear on the
muzzle and you’ll see
the difference.
I recently saw a magnificently painted figure of a soldier drinking from an
open canteen—but the water spout was solid. How is
the poor guy supposed to get a drink? Bore it out to
increase the realism and the 4D appeal of the overall
work. A medieval knight’s helm with ventilation holes
and viewing slits? Bore them out with your trusty set
of bits and you’ll see the detail pop. Bore out his nostrils? Why not?
For production reasons, straps and belts are usually
cast on figures flat with very little raised detail. Unless
the strap is brand new, this rarely occurs in real life.
Why not shave the excess belt length off with a knife
blade and replace it with a length of foil or plastic
card to represent a dog-eared flap that has seen
some use? It will increase the dimensionality of the
figure and breathe more realism into it. I recently saw
a wonderfully painted figure of a mounted Napoleon-

ic Hussar—but there was no cinch strap holding the
saddle onto the horses’ back. A ribbon of putty, foil or
plastic card glued under the belly before the saddle
was applied would have saved that soldier from a serious fall. For toy soldiers, simply painting it on would
be an improvement in realism.

People do notice these small details and cumulatively, they can transform a plain figure into a masterpiece. As always, I encourage you to try new techniques and take the opportunity to advance your
skills with every new figure you do.
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November 11th: A
Day in History
By David Gauthier
When the Great War
started on 28 July
1914, this was the first
time that a conflict was
so vast. Over 30 nations from all over the
globe entered in that
war. Convinced this
was a first painful step
to stabilize the modern
world and make it
better, many fought
thinking this would be
the last war ever. It
was assumed by many
that the modern weapons were too efficient
and deadly to fail to
bring peace in a short
amount of time.
Four years later, when
all the foolish hopes of
an easy victory were
Charging British troops in the Middle East front by King and Country.
crushed, the war ended. The cease fire began at 1100 hrs, on 11 Novemto realize that a whole generation had been slaughber 1918. The world woke up from a nightmare only
tered. Still, many believed they just experienced the last war ever. Therefore many
countries who participated decided to
remember that day and all the sacrifices
done to bring peace to all.

Today, this war is a must to cover
amongst the toy soldiers makers and every manufacturer has its own way to deal
with the subject. However, most of them
will put the emphasis on the heroic acts
17

performed by the soldiers. Traditionally, toy soldiers
always depicted wars as something glamorous where
bravery and fancy uniforms forged history using the
tip of their guns. There is indeed something mesmerizing in all those glorious figures fighting without any
fear in their best outfits.
But sometimes you find pieces that are pointing out
at the harsh reality and what sacrifices were done in
that war. Those pieces show that peace, even when
victorious, comes at a cost. Like remembering this is

by King and Country as it’s most likely based on a
classic Canadian Victory Bonds poster.
Another interesting piece in that line is the GW010—
”NCO Rallying Panicked Soldier.” This vignette by First
Legion represents a German soldier breaking on the
battlefield. The stress for the soldiers was so constant
that it led to many mental wounds such as “shell
shock.” At the time, those conditions were considered to be a sign of weakness and lack of moral fibre.
Eventually, connections to stress, constant risk of

The FW162 by King and Country and the illustration by Frank Lucien Nicolet.
The poster was greatly inspired by the “In Flanders Fields” war poem by Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae.

the first goal behind the 11 November commemoration, this is on those pieces that we will focus on today.
Let’s start with the FW162—”The Last Goodbye.” A
simple figure with the perfect body pose, helmet in
hand, looking downward... To describe that figure,
Andy Neilson, creative director from King and Country, wrote: “A ‘Tommy’ stands wearily at rest...his
battalion has been decimated and his mates are either dead...wounded...or missing!” This is probably
the most fitting piece for today within the Great War

death, and lack of sleep were recognized and “shell
shock” eventually became known as a post traumatic
stress disorder. Things such as the “bullet wind” were
known from the Napoleonic Wars, but never before
had the psychological effects of war been realized on
such a massive scale. Indeed modern military psychiatry originates with the care given to these men who
were pushed to their limits.
But amongst all the collections, there is one that really stands out when it comes to depicting the darkest
side of the Great War. This one is the wounded
18

much battle on its territory and since
the early war, France ended up sustaining some of highest casualties,
with a total exceeding 4,266,000
men.
John Jenkins described his collection
as “anti-war.” His inspiration came
when looking at the books of the
French comic book artist Jacques Tardi. Tardi is a pacifist, who is passionate about military history. He illustrated and wrote many stories during
the Great War in which he focuses
on the horrors of the war. His two
most classic pieces about the Great
War are It Was the War of the

The many pieces from that French wounded series by John Jenkins.

French troops series by John Jenkins Designs. Here
it’s all about a long procession of maimed soldiers.
They all have a tag on them where important things
regarding their identity and wounds were noted once
they were processed by the medical staff. After so

Trenches and Goddamn This War! I can only suggest
for you to look at those comic books, if you can.
Despite what many hoped for in 1918, the Great War
was not the last war. But it gave us the 11 Novem19

It Was the War of the Trenches by Jacques Tardi

ber—Remembrance Day—as a reminder of what is
all those efforts to remember the sacrifices made
the true cost of a war. Toy soldier makers are also, in during past conflicts may bring more wisdom to futheir own way, doing their part in commemorating
ture generations.
these events with highly emotional pieces. Hopefully,
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Le corps de latrineiere de la Garde impériale
By John Oshanski and Bill Currie (contributed by Ian
Pearson, Archivist of the OMSS)
This issue we have decided to recount the history of
one of the most ignored, yet illustrious units ever to
grace the field of battle. It is a lesser known unit because many historians refuse to talk about it, much
less admit to its existence – but not us.
The origins of this force of elite latrine guards date
from 1807 when Marshal Bessières, always one who
was concerned for the welfare of his troops, formed a
clandestine outfit of unemployed ditch diggers and
manure spreaders to construct latrines for his men in
the Peninsular campaign. The disease and food in
Spain made these units most welcome for the French
troops.
Napoleon, not to be outdone by one of his Marshals,
quickly hired himself a squad of exclusive Parisian
sewer workers to attend him in the field. These men
served the Emperor on numerous campaigns and
battle but it was not until 1812 that Napoleon saw fit
to enlist them into the Grande Armée and elevate
them to Guard status in recognition for their outstanding efforts. Soon men from all across Europe
sought to join this unit and serve the Emperor in the
best way they knew how. Thus, by the end of the
Moscow campaign, the Latrineieres had blossomed
to the equivalent of a full battalion with the necessary equipment and trains to attend every need of
the Commander-in-Chief.
There were now strict regulations
for service in the unit, men had to be
at least six feet tall, have served in
the sanitation units of the line for at
least four years, and also be of immaculate personal hygiene. The
units first and only commander was
the now famous beau-sabeur, Major
Salle de Bain. His dashing personality
21

led the unit on numerous exploits and ablutionary vide. We ensured that the seat was properly warmed
manoeuvres.
and the paper was always at the ready. My men were
The Latrineieres greatest moment was the Battle of flushed with Victoire.”

Leipzig in 1813. On the evening of 17 October, before
the main Allied assault the next day, a captured Austrian general was brought before the Emperor for interrogation. Napoleon with just 100,000 troops was
told that there were over 350,00 Allied soldiers converging on his present position. It was indeed fortunate that the train of corps de Latrineieres was so
close at hand because the “Little Corporal” had the
“merde” scared out of him! Major Salle de Bain reported:

The next day the French army was wiped from the
field and Leipzig was lost. The Latrineieres were unfortunately trapped on the east side of the Elster River when a bridge was prematurely blown during the
withdrawal. The Latrineieres were captured en masse
and imprisoned by the Austrians. One of the few
guard units ever to be mistreated so.

After the loss of his personal “Lavatoire militaire,”
Napoleon was distraught and broken. His will to fight
was crushed and his spirit was soon lost. A sense of
“The Emperor spent an uncomfortable night, but was foreboding pervaded the Garde camp and the Empermuch relieved and comforted by the accommoda- or’s stomach disorders soon returned in full fury.
tions that my ‘Battalion Lavatoire’ was able to pro-
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With his exile in Elba in 1814, he requested that a
company of his old Latrineieres should accompany
him. His request was flatly denied by heads of state
and Napoleon’s ulcers were intensified. It is assumed
by some that his return to Europe in 1815 was a desperate attempt to find some relief for the food and
sanitary conditions on Elba. It is often wondered
“what if” the corps de Latrineieres had been able to
attend him during the Hundred Days in 1815. Could
“Napoleon’s Dilemma” in the afternoon of Waterloo
been prevented by the ministrations of a squad of
Garde Latrineieres? What if indeed!

by the commanding officer Major de Bain. However,
he was often “indisposed” so duty then passed to a
staff officer of equal rank, normally this was the senior duty officer of the Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde
impériale.
6.
Finally, the Emperor arrives with his staff and
bodyguard of Chasseurs and he usually made his way
directly to the Carriage de Toilette to relive himself of
the pressures of the day.

7.
The Latrineieres were empowered to stop anyone from approaching the Carriage de Toilette while
the Emperor was in occupancy. This was to prevent
What exactly were the equipment and duties of the
any danger to the Emperor while he was caught in
corps de latrineieres de la Garde impériale? To un- such an exposed position and to avoid his being
derstand this, we shall give a rough idea of the La- caught with his pants down.
trineieres daily routine while on campaign.
Unlike other Garde units, the Latrinieres do not seem
1.
Early in the morning, an elite squadron of La- to have been given a nickname. The only probable
trineieres a Cheval are sent out along the proposed reference found may have to do with the Latrineires
route of march to scout out a suitable spot for the is a mention in 1813 of a Garde unit as “Les Eclater
Emperor’s toilette.
d’Intestins” or the “Bursting Bowels.” This still under
2.
Soon a company of sappers arrive to clear the debate.
general area of any offending brushes or trees. This
In the years that have passed since the demise
served not only to please the Emperor but also would of the Latrineieres there has never been a unit of
provide a clear view of anyone, such as marauding equivalent status or function.
Cossacks, who might attempt to kill him at his most
vulnerable time.
3.
Next the Train de Latrineieres arrives and begins to set up its equipment. A latrine proper is dug
to the depths of 5 feet and 4 1/2 inches and is
guarded by a company of Gendarmes de Latrineiere
who prevent any unauthorized personnel from using
it.
4.
After the Imperiale Toiletter (see diagram) had
arrived and was set up within 26 paces of the Emperor’s personal tent, it has another guard posted,
composed of senior NCOs of sapper companies of
the Latrineieres. The interior is then prepared to receive the Emperor by his personal valet and aides.
5.

Traditionally the whole unit is now inspected
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Model Ideas
Contributed by Ian Pearson, Archivist of the OMSS
Taken from W.Y. Carman, Richard Simkin’s Uniforms of the British Army: Infantry, Royal Artillery, Royal
Engineers and Other Corps (Exeter: Webb & Bower, 1985).

King’s Body Guard for Scotland
(Royal Company of Archers)

13th First Somersetshire Regiment 1812

The field dress bonnet for Gentlemen of the Body Guard was green
trimmed with black braid and had a
crimson tuft, the white and green
cockade continued in wear and
there were ribbons at the back. A
single eagle’s feather indicated a
gentlemen, two for officers and
three was for the Captain General.
Officers also had two rows of gold
braid on the band and a gold button
instead of the crimson tuft. The particular ranks of the officers were denoted by the special gold embroidered badges on the collar.

The regiment facings began with
yellow and breeches with grey
hose. The facings continued the
titled changed to “Prince Albert’s” when blue was adopted.
The officers lace change from silver to gold in 1830 with the uniform standard for time. Badges
included the Sphinx for Egypt,
bugle horn for light infantry, and
special Mural Crown for Jalalabad.

Royal Military Artificers 1793
Special construction crews were
formed in Gibraltar known as Royal
Military Artificers and Labourers. In
1797, the Gibraltar company was
merged with blue coats. In 1792,
the cocked hat had been changed
to a black felt round hat with a yellow band round the crown and as a
loop up to the black cockade with a
scarlet plume. A top hat without the
loop or plume was worm for working craftsmen.
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Fort Henry Guard Fifer
Contributed by Ian Pearson, Archivist of the
OMSS
Shako – Black with leather peak, strap and base
trim, brass badge, ball
tuft red toped white.
Tunic – Collar and cuffs
black with red piping
trim on collar, cuffs, cuff
lapels, front edge of tunic, above and under
sleeves running up to
shoulder seams, also
down rear tunic vent and
on both sides of buttons.
Three brass buttons on
each cuff lapel and six on
rear of tunic. All except
the two top rear buttons
are mounted on white
cloth diamond pipes.

Wings – Black with broad
white lace trim.
Fife Case – Finished on
copper-red tone and
slung in white frog. All
belting white, regimented brass buckle on cross
belt, plain brass buckle
fastener on rear of cross
belt.
Tasselled Shoulder and
Neck Cords – Yellow and
crimson mixed, tassels
hung from left shoulder.
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French Foreign Legion
By: Peter L. Jackson (contributed by Ian Pearson, Archivist of the
OMSS)
Uniform worn on Light Colum during the Algerian Campaign 1840
(left).
Kepi – Red, with white and blue Rossete, Lower band and brim Royal
Blue. White cloth fastened to rear for protection from sun.
Epaulettes – Red.
Tunic – Royal Blue with Brass buttons. Chevrons red, collar tabs red.
Trousers and spats – White cotton or duck material.

Boots – Black leather.
Ammunition pouch,
bayonet frog, belt and
straps – Black leather,
scabbard black metal,
Brass tipped. Water
bottle white metal with
dark grey cloth cover.

Uniform worn during
the Madagascar Campaign 1896 (right).
Heavy marching order.

Pith helmet – White.
Shirt and trousers –
white duck material.
Sidepack and spats – light khaki.
Ammunition Pouches, straps, belts and boots – brown leather,
belt buckle is black.
Cummerbund – Royal Blue.

Trumpet – Brass with braided red white and blue cords.
Water bottle – white metal covered with grey cloth material.
Canteen – white metal.
Around the large pack is a roll of white tent material and visible through the straps is the Royal Blue greatcoat folded.
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From the Archives
Contributed by Ian Pearson, Archivist of the OMSS

An Ontario Model Soldier Society display was views by hundreds of customers in the T. Eaton Co. main store in
downtown Toronto this year. (1966) Exhibit was given ‘prime’ space at the Queen Street entrance and was the
subject of much interest and inquires.
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